
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Can you believe it? Having just celebrated Christmas Day, we look 

to the end of our past year and the beginning of a new year. Today let us 

now reflect upon this new year. It is my hope that your resolutions will be 

to remember Christ and to put Him at the center of your lives, using each 

day to worship Him in all we do and say.  

As the year 2022 draws to a close, what kind of year has it been for 

you? Has it been a year to cherish or a year to quickly forget? Whatever the year’s tone for us, this new year 

should fill us with hope. A chance for a fresh new start, a new beginning. And with that many of us make new 

year resolutions, pledges or promises to ourselves or to God that we will personally some how be different 

this year. 

A story is told that at the beginning of a new year, a high school principal decided to post his teachers’ 

new year’s resolutions on the bulletin board. As the teachers gathered around the bulletin board, a great 

commotion started. One of the teachers was complaining. "Why weren’t my resolutions posted?" She was 

throwing such a temper tantrum that the principal hurried to his office to see if he had overlooked her resolu-

tions. Sure enough, he had mislaid them on his desk. As he read her resolutions he was astounded. This  

teacher’s first resolution was not to let little things upset her in the New Year. 

Or how about this one…A son called his parents to wish them a happy new year and when his Dad an-

swered the phone, He asked his dad,” well Dad, what’s your new year’s resolution? His dad replied, "To make 

your mother as happy as I can all year," When his mom got on the phone he asked her the same question. His 

mom replied my resolution is "To see that your dad keeps his New Year’s resolution." 

Or some of you may have given up on resolutions taking the same attitude as the characters in the  

cartoon Calvin and Hobbes: The cartoon character Calvin from Calvin and Hobbes once said, “God put me on 

this earth to accomplish a certain number of things. Right now, I’m so 

far behind I’ll never die.” 

Regardless of past successes or failures… I want you to give a new year 

resolution one more try but this time realize that keeping this promise is 

a team effort. Invite the Holy Spirit to join you this year… 

The disciples were faced with a new day. Their master Jesus had died. 

Their hopes were crushed. Their dreams were shattered. As per Jesus’ instructions, they assembled in an up-

per room knowing what needed to be done but lacking both the power and the desire to carry it out. It was 

here in their doubt that the Holy Spirit entered the picture. 

Jesus spoke of this same Holy Spirit in John chapter 14 verse 26 when he said: But when the father 

sends the Counselor as my representative- and by the counselor I mean the Holy Spirit- He will teach you  

everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. 

2023 



As we contemplate a new year’s resolution, we must do so realizing that we can not be successful in keeping 

it apart from God. John 15:5 b says… Apart from me you can do nothing. And I is clearly God. So, you are not 

alone. 

With these thoughts in mind, I would like to offer to you some good resolutions for you to consider. 

First, find time for God- Build that Personal relationship with Christ. 

Second, stay or become active in a local church’s worship and Bible studies. 

If not this one, find one that you can become involved in. But if it is this one, don’t just come on Sun-

day morning or once a month or year and expect to personally grow. I strongly believe that in order to be-

come all that we can be we need each other and even more than the fellowship we need to be with each oth-

er in a small group Bible study that can be Sunday school or a weekday Bible study. But choose to study God’s 

word within a group. 

Listen to a letter a pastor got from a church member: 

Dear Pastor: 

You often stress attendance at worship as being very important for a Christian, but I think a person has 

a right to miss now and then. I think every person ought to be excused for the following reasons and the num-

ber of times indicated. 

Christmas Holidays (the Sunday before & after) 2   New Year (the party lasted too long) 1 

Easter (getaway for the holidays) 2     July 4th (national holidays) 1 

Labor Day (need to get away) 2     Memorial Day (visit hometown folk) 1 

School closing (kids need a break) 1     School reopens (one last fling) 1  

Family reunions (mine & wife’s) 3     Sleep late ) 9 

Deaths in family 2       Anniversary (second honeymoon) 1 

Sickness (one per family member) 5     Business trip (a must) 1 

Vacation (three to four weeks) 6     Bad weather (ice, snow, rain, clouds) 

Ball games 2        Races 2 

Unexpected company (can’t walk out) 2    Time changes (spring & fall) 2 

Special on TV (Superbowl, etc) 3 

Pastor, that leaves two Sundays per year. So, you can count on us to be in church on the 4th Sunday in 

February and the 3rd Sunday in August unless we are providentially hindered. 

Sincerely,   A Faithful Member 

Guys, it is you that miss out by not risking getting involved. 
Third, choose to become a regular tither this year. 
There are very few times in the Bible will God dares you to test Him, but This is one of 
them.     Malachi 3:10 (NKJV)       
        
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My 
house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there 
will not be room enough to receive it. 
This new year quickly comes. Make it a year where you place it all into the ever-capable hands of our God. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Don 



 We are asking that you share your favorite recipes with 

the church family. You can do this by dropping it off at 

the church office, or you can send them by e-mail or by 

mail.  

Church Supper Hot Dish 

Ingredients: 
 
1 pound ground beef 

2 cups sliced peeled potatoes 

2 cups finely chopped celery 

3/4 cup finely chopped carrots 

1/4 cup finely chopped green pepper 

1/4 cup finely chopped onion 

2 tablespoons butter 

1 cup water 

2 cans (10-3/4 ounces each) cream of  

mushroom soup, undiluted   

                                                                                                    

1 can (5 ounces) Chow Mein noodles, divided 

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. In a large skillet, cook 

beef over medium heat until no longer pink; drain 

and set aside. 

2. In same skillet, sauté potatoes, celery, carrots, 

green pepper, and onion in butter 5 minutes. Add 

water; cover and simmer 10 minutes or until vege-

tables are tender. Stir in soup and cooked ground 

beef until blended. 

3.   Sprinkle half the Chow Mein noodles into a 
greased shallow 2-qt. baking dish. Spoon meat mix-
ture over noodles. Cover and bake 20 minutes. Top 
with cheese and remaining noodles. Bake, uncov-
ered, 10 minutes longer 
or until heated through. 

 

The Youth along with 

some parents made 

blankets for HAVIN, 

Helping Abused Victims 

In Need, shelter.  

Their special guest that 

evening was Laurie 

from HAVIN. She spoke 

about the shelter with 

the teens and also lent 

a hand to help. The 

blankets were beautiful 

and will be enjoyed by 

some of the clients that 

the shelter helps.  

Thank you to the Youth 

and the their leaders 

for this act of service to 

help those in our  

community.  

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/church-supper-hot-dish/


The Youth cele-

brated Christmas 

with a bowling 

party at  

Falcon Lanes.  

Leslie Crissman, our 

youth leader along 

with other youth went 

to Baltimore, Maryland 

to the Samaritan's 

Purse Shoebox Distri-

bution Center to help 

get the shoeboxes 

ready for the children 

to be sent all around 

the world for the glory 

of God!  

Thank you to our 

church family for all 

the shoeboxes that we 

sent to this distribu-

tion center for the 

kids.  



I listen to soft piano music as I go to sleep. After devotions 
& prayer I turn on piano hymns. It is a peaceful way to end 
the day. Mind on the Lord. I judge how tired I was by how 
many hymns I ‘make it through.’ On a day when I’m very 
tired I often fall asleep before the second song is finished! 

There’s one exception. When I’m vacationing at the ocean, 
if I have an oceanfront room, I let the door to the ocean 
open. At night, after devotions, I go to sleep, not to the 
sound of piano, but to the steady pounding of the waves on the shore. I find that sound so re-
laxing! Steady! Constant! 

The steady rhythm of the waves is a reminder to me of the steadiness of God’s faithfulness. 
The phrase “His love endures forever” is found in the Bible 91 times! As constant as the waves 
upon the shore is our Father’s love for you! 

Is there some stress in your life? Relationship? Financial? Health? Loss! Loneliness? Some are 
stressed from recent elections! Burdened by the tough rhetoric of the campaign. As a con-
servative Christian pastor, I have felt threatened by the rhetoric of the liberal/progressive side 
of politics in our country. What would happen if I found myself in jail, as has been suggested, 
for not being willing to perform a gay wedding, or not willing to stop preaching that abortion is 
sin? Maybe you wonder if God really cares. Maybe God seems distant. Maybe your problems 
seem bigger than God! Stop! Like the endless pounding of the waves upon the shore, God’s 
love for you is constant! And know, whether we have conservative or liberal, Republicans or 
Democrats in power, or whether America thrives or perishes, God’s love is not in the least de-
pendent on those things! As long as there are sinners who repent, believers who pray, church-
es who stand on God’s unchanging Word, God’s love endures forever! Constant! Find your 
peace in the waves upon the shore, and the waves of His love upon your life’s shore! 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of 
gods. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures forever. To 
Him who alone does great wonders, His love endures forever. Who by His understanding made 
the heavens, His love endures forever. Who spread out the earth upon the waters, His love en-
dures forever. Who made the great lights—His love endures forever. The sun to govern the 
day, His love endures forever. The moon and stars to govern the night; His love endures forev-
er.” Psalm 136:1-9 NIV “But LORD, you are more powerful than the roar of the ocean. You are 
stronger than the waves of the sea. LORD, you are powerful in heaven.” Psalm 93:4 NIrV 

God’s love and power is constant as the waves upon the shore! 
Larry Dentler – Executive Board member 

Constant... 
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 All-U-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfasts 

Includes pancakes, sausage, eggs , toast & beverage 

     Saturday, January  21, 2023  

       Saturday, February 18 

        Saturday, March 18    

     7-11 AM 

Come out and enjoy a great breakfast and  

the fellowship! 

New Sermon 
Series: 

CASE FOR 
A CREATOR 

beginning 
Sunday,  

Jan. 8, 2023 
at 11 AM.  

Bible study will begin 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023 

 at 1:00 PM.  

                               Why not start off the new 
         year by attending the Women’s  
                Fellowship meetings (2nd 
                         Tuesday of each month) or   
   the Men’s Fellowship meet-
ings ( 4th Tuesday of each month). Theses meet-
ings are open to everyone and are wonderful for 
building relationships and  getting involved in other 
church activities.      Come and join us !! 

 Become a Church Member? 

If you wish to join Center Hill 

Church as a member, please in-

form  Pastor Don as soon as  

possible.  


