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The Greatest Thanksgiving! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,   

Well, here we are entering the month of November. Many 

things will take place during this month. First, we have the 

election to take place. Many TV stations will be airing 

Christmas shows, Veteran’s Day, and planning family gath-

erings. I guess you could say that November is a busy month.  

But in all of its busyness, don’t lose sight of what our forefathers set before us. Of course, 

how can we forget Thanksgiving? But we certainly can because it often gets lost in the chaos. 

I not talking about the day, I am talking about the act. It was very important to those who 

founded our nation, and it needs to be important to us.  

Paul stated, 2 Corinthians 9:10–15 (NKJV) 

10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the 

seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched 

in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 12 For the ad-

ministration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding 

through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify 

God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing 

with them and all men, 14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the ex-

ceeding grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

The first United States President, George Washington proclaimed Thursday the 26th of No-

vember 1789 a day of “public thanksgiving and prayer” devoted to “the service of that great 

and glorious Being who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will 

be.” Here are some significant parts of his proclamation. 

FIRST: THE PURPOSE - “Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence 

of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 

protection and favor; and—Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, 

requested me ‘to recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving 

and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors 

of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of 

government for their safety and happiness . . . . 



SECOND: THE PROCLAMATION - And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering 

our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to 

pardon our national and other transgressions; to enable us all, whether in public or private 

stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually; to render our 

National Government a blessing to all the people by constantly being a Government of wise, 

just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and 

guide all sovereigns and nations (especially such as have shown kindness to us), and to bless 

them with good governments, peace, and concord.” 

THIRD: IS THE BOUNTY - America the Beautiful, we have much for which to be thankful. 

Truly “God shed His grace on thee, and crown thy good with brotherhood, From sea to shin-

ing sea!” Therefore, let your thanksgiving include all we are and have as a nation, by virtue 

of God’s abundant mercy and grace. "Let them give thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love 

and His wonderful deeds for mankind, for He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with 

good things" (Psalm 107:8-9).  

FOURTH: IS THE BLESSING - But the greatest thanksgiving this Thanksgiving Day should be 

“For the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” (2 

Corinthians 9:14–15). The greatest occasion to give thanks is for the grace that God has be-

stowed upon us all through Jesus Christ. God’s grace is freely available to all mankind be-

cause of Christ’s death on the cross. Grace is the activity of God on our behalf, as mediated 

by Jesus Christ. It is the gift of God! Grace is a reality to be experienced with thanksgiving! 

God’s grace is so far beyond the grasp of our finite minds that it truly defies description. 

While most people may be at a loss for words when it comes to grace, there is one thing 

that everybody can say, “Thank You, God!” So, this Thanksgiving, as well as every day, re-

member to thank God for the indescribably amazing grace that is now yours in Christ. 

May you have a wonderful month filled with traditions and full of giving thanks.  

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Don 

God of the harvest, once again  

Our joyful  tones we raise,  

For all thy goodness ,day by day,  

We give  thee  thankful praise.  



Thanksgiving Pumpkin Trifle Dessert 

 

Ingredients:   4 SERVINGS 

8 oz. cream cheese (packages, – softened) 

1 cup packed brown sugar 

15 oz. pumpkin puree (can puree, do not get pumpkin pie filling!!) 

2 tsp. vanilla extract 

1 1/2 tsp. cinnamon 

1 tsp. ground ginger 

1/4 tsp. nutmeg 

1 pinch of ground cloves 

1/8 tsp. kosher salt 

16 oz. heavy whipping cream (– cold!!) 

1/3 cup powdered sugar 

12.3 oz. Biscoff Cookies (packages, – crushed) 

1/3 cup toffee bits (ie. Heath Milk Chocolate English Toffee bits) 

 

 

Instruction: 

Grab 2 large resealable baggies. Place each package of Biscoff cookies in a large ziploc.  

Crush them so you have bite-sized pieces. 

In a stand mixer with a paddle attachment (or hand mixer) mix the cream cheese until it is fluffy, 

then add in the brown sugar slowly. Finally add in the pumpkin, vanilla, and spices. 

In a separate bowl whip the heavy cream until it starts to thicken. Sprinkle in the powdered sug-

ar and beat until you have medium stiff peaks. 

Now in the bottom of a trifle dish pour one bag of crushed cookies. 

Top with half of the pumpkin mixture, spreading it to the sides and slightly up the side of the 

bowl to create a layer. 

Top with half the whipped cream. 

Repeat with the cookie layer, then the remaining pumpkin and remaining whipped cream. 

Finish by smoothing out the top and sprinkling on the toffee bits. 

Cooking With Pastor Don 



Code Blue! Code Blue! 

The words echoed in my ears as I was quickly ushered 
from my father-in-law’s hospital room. He had just col-
lapsed on me, with what we would later find out was a 
heart attack brought on by sepsis. 
As I exited the room, my wife came around the corner. 
Understanding dawned on her face, and I caught her as 
she went to the floor. Her plea broke my heart, “Oh, 

please God, not him too!” Only seven months earlier, her mother had died unexpectedly. This 
had left a huge hole in our family and our hearts. 
“Lord, what do I say? How do I ask you not to take him? What do I say to her?” I thought to 
myself. At times like this, our hearts are so heavy, we really don’t know what to say. But as 
Christians, we know God is there for us. 
Romans 8:26 tells us, “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words.” The Spirit helps us in our weakness. When we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 
We have all been at a point where our heart is so heavy and burdened that we don’t know 
what to pray. Our loving, Heavenly Father understands, and He makes a way for us. 
With grateful heart, I am happy to say God listened to the groanings of the Spirit that night. It 
has been six years ago that God was merciful and my father-in-law was revived. At 81 years 
young (He was just in the hayfield last week!), we all look at every day with him as a special 
gift from God. Remember, when we are at our lowest, God is 
there. He knows everything, even when we don’t have the words 
to ask! GOD IS SO GOOD! 

John Swonger – CBC Executive Board member 

 

Today is the second anniversary of the official launch of the Covenant Brethren Church. On Oc-
tober 24, 2020, in the midst of a global pandemic, God raised up the CBC in Woodstock, Virgin-
ia at what is now Antioch Covenant Brethren Church. 
Join with other CBC members and congregations in praising God for that day and for all that 

has happened since. 
The CBC now has a total of 76 congregations and 6,750 members in the United States, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and Rwanda. We have a robust missions emphasis, and the Kingdom of God is being advanced in 
many ways. 
May God continue to bless the Covenant Brethren Church as we embark on our third year of ministry for His 
glory. George Bowers – CBC Executive Board member 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are Tom & Jane Shankle and the Cen-

ter Hill Choir members. Long time choir mem-

ber , Tom Shankle, was honored with a  

special dinner by  choir director Lori Jack-

son and the other choir members. Tom de-

cided to retire  his choir song book and mi-

crophone and take a seat in the audience. 

Thank you Tom for giving of your time and 

talent by serving in the choir  for so many 

years. God Bless You! 

Youth Group Happenings...  

The Youth had a fun evening designing and spray 
bleaching T-shirts. They all were different and 

looked really cool.  

Let’s Have Spaghetti! 

The youth sponsored a wonderful spaghet-

ti dinner fundraiser on Saturday, October 1 

with all the fixings. The spaghetti was deli-

cious and the salad was a work of art. Des-

serts were also included and it was all served up by 

members of the youth group. Good job, kids! Thank you 

to everyone who supported this fundraiser in any way! 

The Youth meet Sunday evenings at 6 

PM. It is a time of  learning more about 

Jesus, talking about today’s issues, mak-

ing new friends, and doing  fun activi-

ties. All youth are welcome  ages 12-18. 

Come and learn how to be victorious in 

your walk with Jesus! 
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 We kick off our Christmas activities   
 with our Annual Ornament Party! 

  Everyone attending brings a 
 wrapped Christmas ornament and a 
dish to share as we have a delightful evening 
of fun, singing, fellowshipping and exchang-
ing our ornaments. The date is Tuesday,  
November 29, 6 PM at the Fellowship Hall.  

Our Annual Christmas Ban-

quet will be held on Friday, 

December 2 at 6:30 PM.  

Everyone is welcome! 

Come and see the 

children as they share 

the message of 

Christmas.  

Sunday, December 11 

at our 11 AM  

Worship Service.  

Center Hill Choir  

Presents  

Sunday,  

December 18 

11 AM 

 11 PM 


