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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

April Fool’s Day comes around once a year. So, it’s certainly possible that some of you will suc-

cumb to being a victim of an April Fool’s prank. Over the years, there have been some ingenious 

hoaxes carried out on April Fool’s Day. 

Probably the most famous was the one carried out by BBC TV in 1957 where they ran a segment showing 

the Swiss spaghetti harvest, which was experiencing a bumper crop due to mild weather and the elimination of 

the spaghetti weevil. Apparently, hundreds of people called the TV station to find out where they could observe 

the harvest in person or where they might be able to purchase their own spaghetti tree. 

In 1996, Taco Bell took out newspaper articles claiming that it had purchased the Liberty Bell to help re-

duce the national debt. Even some senators got taken in by that hoax and the National Park Service had to hold a 

press conference to deny the news. 

Now if you’ve ever fallen prey to those kinds of April Fool’s tricks or even if you get tricked by someone 

today, you may feel a bit foolish for a while, but you will probably recover just fine and you’re not going to experi-

ence any lasting harm. But there is another kind of foolishness that I’d like to share with you that is far more seri-

ous because it has both present and eternal consequences which are permanent. And not surprisingly, it’s a kind 

of foolishness that is not new. In fact, we know that it has been around for nearly 2,000 years at a minimum since 

the apostle Paul wrote about it in a letter to the church in Corinth about 20 years after the resurrection of Jesus. 

Paul share these words to the church at Corinth. 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (NKJV)  
18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God.  
19  For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the pru-

dent."  
20  Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wis-

dom of this world?  
21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the 

foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  
22  For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;  
23  but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,  
24  but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  

Paul can get a bit wordy at times, so let me help you get to the bottom line here. Here is Paul’s main point: 

It is foolish not to follow God’s ways even when they seem foolish to me. And that is particularly true when it 

comes to the cross. 

Brothers and Sisters, things really haven’t changed a lot in nearly 2,000 years. Today, the majority of the 

world still considers the idea that the way we are made right with God through the death of Jesus on a cross to be 

foolishness. 
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Now there were two main reasons that the people of Paul’s day considered the word of the cross to 

be foolishness and those are still the two main reasons that people consider it to be foolish today. 

For the Jews, the cross was a stumbling block because it meant that Jesus was not the kind of Savior  

they were expecting. In their thinking, the Messiah was going to be a strong warrior who would liberate the 

people from their Roman oppressors not succumb to them. He would triumph over God’s enemies, not be 

crucified by them. For many people today, the cross is still a stumbling block because they, too, are looking 

for a God who will deal with all their earthly enemies and take care of all their problems. But the cross shows 

us that Jesus came to take care of far more destructive enemies that cause eternal harm and not just tempo-

rary pain and discomfort – our own selfishness and pride. 

Many are looking for a God who will do things their way and give them what they want. So when God 

doesn’t answer their prayers when and how they want - when He doesn’t take away the cancer or fix their 

finances or restore their relationships or take away the hurt in their lives - they reject the cross and walk 

away from God. 

Paul uses the term Greeks here to describe all non-Jews. And for them the cross was folly because it 

didn’t fit in with their way of thinking. The Greeks prided themselves on their wisdom and their ability to be 

able to understand and explain things. And they just couldn’t understand or explain a God who would sacri-

fice Himself for them. That made no sense at all. 

A religion where people could earn their way into favor with God, in which they could do something 

to essentially buy their way into heaven by their good deeds – now that made sense. After all, that is the way 

that every other religion in the world operates and that is the way all their gods functioned. But they just 

couldn’t get their heads around the idea that no one deserves heaven and that the only way to be made right 

with God is to accept the sacrifice He made on our behalf. The idea of a crucified Savior was just utter foolish-

ness to them. 

Again, the cross is folly to most in our culture today for the same reason. First of all, people don’t 

want to admit that they are incapable of doing anything to earn favor with God. And secondly, they don’t 

want to commit to anything they can’t completely understand and explain with their own human wisdom. 

          But as Paul makes clear here in this passage, when it comes to the cross…it is foolish not to follow 

God’s ways even when they seem foolish to me. Paul makes it clear that there are only two options when it 

comes to the cross of Jesus:  

 Those who treat the word of the cross as foolishness and folly are perishing. 

 For those who embrace the word of the cross, the cross is the wisdom and the power  

      of God that makes it possible to be saved and to have a relationship with a holy God. 

And God leaves it up to each one of us to choose which one of those two options we are going to live 

by. We can either be wise and choose to follow the way of the cross, even when it might seem foolishness to 

us, or we can be fools and choose to reject the cross. 

Yours In Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Don 



As I write this, Russian troops are destroying Ukraine. Last night, March 2nd, I watched as doctors 

failed to revive a little girl the same age as my granddaughter. The images of this war shock, sadden, 

and anger us. Every person I’ve spoken to has responded in similar ways. There is a common sense of 

injustice by a dictator determined to conquer an undeserving people. 

Americans are not alone in disgust over Putin’s brutality. All over the world people are protesting this 

unprovoked wholesale slaughter of human beings. From Berlin to Israel, people are incensed. Even in 

Russia, protestors are opposing their own leader. Most every person on earth is repulsed by what is 

unfolding. Atheists sometimes seize such opportunities to highlight the supposed absence of a Higher 

Power. How could God allow such things? Why doesn’t He intervene to save innocent men, women, 

and children? Such questions are appropriate and demand good answers. 

Although incomplete, let me offer a few. The fact that most people everywhere are infuriated by 

Putin’s actions indicates a common sense of justice. Even without a universal religion, all people know 

intuitively that such actions are wrong. This is a strong argument that God has embedded within every 

human a strong sense of morality. If there were no God, nothing could truly be right or wrong, and 

Putin’s sense of fairness could not be adjudged any less valid than anyone else’s. He just sees things 

differently. Our hearts cry out, “A thousand times, No!” 

In addition, people worldwide are inspired by the courage of the Ukrainians. This too speaks of a uni-

versal common sense of valor. From their President to their old women, these people have incredible 

mettle. Although the color is on their flag, there’s not a yellow streak in them. Atheists sometimes 

boast that they will never believe anything they cannot see. Although courage and justice cannot be 

photographed, their existence is obvious to every thinking person. Love itself can never be seen and 

yet it is motivating millions to help those who are suffering. 

If Darwin’s theory were true, there would be no outpouring of assistance and support. Even non-

Ukrainians are rushing to fight the Russians for no personal benefit. Sharing resources with and de-

fending people we will never meet contradicts the selfish “survival of the fittest” mantra of evolution. 

It’s also important not to confuse God’s roles with our own. Although God can and sometimes does 

miraculously intervene in world history, He often allows people to exercise their freewill, whether it 

takes the lives of our neighbors or those of a nation. He also expects us to take actions that might pre-

vent others from slaughtering our fellowmen. I’m praying that God will grant special wisdom to our 

leaders, and that they will use it. 

Much more could be said than space permits, but as we watch these horrendous events unfold, please 

pray for the preservation of life, liberty, and property, and that we all would know and do what God 

desires.           George Bowers – CBC Executive Board member 

Our Common Sense and Ukrainian Justice 



Directions: 

1. Microwave chicken according to package direc-

tions. Meanwhile, in a large skillet, heat oil over 

medium-high heat. Add green pepper and onion; 

stir-fry until crisp-tender, 3-4 minutes. Drain pine-

apple, reserving the juice in a 2-cup measuring 

cup; set pineapple aside. Add enough water to the 

juice to measure 1-1/3 cups; stir in  

vinegar, soy sauce and ketchup. 

 

2. In a large bowl, combine brown sugar and 

cornstarch. Stir in pineapple juice mixture until 

smooth. Gradually add to the  

skillet. Bring to a boil; cook and stir until thick-

ened, about 2 minutes. Stir in chicken and pineap-

ple; heat through. If desired, serve with rice and 

sprinkle with green onions and sesame seeds. 

Cooking with Pastor Don 

Sweet-and-Sour Popcorn Chicken 

Ingredients:  

1 package (12 ounces) frozen pop-

corn chicken 

1 tablespoon canola oil 

1 medium green pepper, cut into  

   1-inch pieces 

1 small onion, thinly sliced 

1 can (20 ounces) unsweetened pineapple chunks 

3 tablespoons white vinegar 

2 tablespoons soy sauce 

2 tablespoons ketchup 

1/3 cup packed brown sugar 

2 tablespoons cornstarch 

 

Optional: cooked rice, green onions, and sesame seeds  

Easter Crosswalk: 

The Worthington churches along with Center Hill will be participating in the Cross-
walk on Good Friday, April 15. The Walk will begin at the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church starting at 12 Noon and ending at the Worthington Presbyterian Church.  

The Soul’d Out Trio  

will be with us for a free 
concert on Saturday, 
April 30 at 6:30 PM.  

A love offering will be  
received. 

There will be a 
spring clean-up day 
at  Camp Harmony 

on Saturday,  
April 30, 9AM- 

3 PM. There will be 
work for all age 

groups. Lunch will 
be provided! More 
info on the bulletin 

board.  

Come and join us for 
Love Feast and Holy 

Communion 

Thursday, April 14  
 7 PM 

Everyone is welcome! 

Church Council Meeting 

Monday, April 18  7 PM 
 
Non-Members are  also 

welcome to attend! 

Please call Pastor 
Don’s Cell phone if 
you need to get in 

touch with him. The 
number is  

724-859-9742. 



Everyone is welcome to attend to our Easter 

Sunrise service on  Sunday, April 17 at 6 AM.  

The service will be followed by a breakfast in 

our fellowship hall hosted by the Ministry 

Commission. Come and celebrate the  

resurrection of our Savior, King Jesus! 

Children’s  

Easter Program 

Sunday, April 3  

11 AM 

Center Hill Choir presents an 

Easter cantata entitled 

Champion of Love 

Sunday, April 10,   11 AM 

Come and enjoy the music! 

LENTEN SERVICES:   

In cooperation with Worthington area churches, we 
will be holding Lenten Services here at Center Hill 
Sunday, April 3 and  Sunday, April 10 at 7 PM.  
Ron Shafer will be our guest speaker for both  
evenings. There will be special music and a time of 
fellowship after the April 3 service. We will also have 
a communion service at the conclusion of the  
April 10th service. Please don’t miss these special  
Lenten  services.  

A free will offering will be received each evening and 
all the proceeds will go to Ukraine relief.  

YOUTH LEADERS WANTED! 

There are openings for assistant youth 
leaders. If you feel a calling to work with 
our young people (teens 12-18) in this po-
sition, please inform Pastor Don or a 
member of the Nurture Commission as 
soon as possible.   

Easter Sunday Service  

Pastor Don’s  message entitled : 

“The World Has Changed,  

But Easter Hasn't “ 

Matthew 28: 1-10 

Men’s Fellowship  

Tuesday, April 26  

Come out ladies and join us  

for  Women’s Fellowship   

Tuesday, April 12 @ 7 PM 

DAVID Anyone? 

If you are interested in a bus trip to see the 

production of DAVID at the Sight and 

Sound Theater, please put your name on the 

sign-up sheet in the vestibule. We are wanting to see if 

there is interest.  



Center Hill Covenant Brethren Church 

2039 Freeport Road 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-7226 

Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com 

Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 

HAPPY EASTER! 

Thursday, May 26  

1:00 to 6:30  PM  

Center Hill Covenant Brethren 

Church  Fellowship Hall  

Two ways that you can help: 

Volunteer to help with the 

Drive or Give the Gift of Life.  

You can make an appointment 

to donate by going to:  

redcrossblood.org  

Or Call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

Mother/Daughter Banquet will be held on Tuesday,  

May 10, 2022 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our 
theme this year is "The Beatitudes."  Meal choices this 
year will be Ham Loaf Balls or Swiss Steak. The cost will 

be $12.00 for adults, $6.00 (ages 3-7 and this will be half 
a meal). Children under 2 will be free. An alternate child's 

meal will be macaroni & cheese and chicken nuggets. Envelopes will be in 
both vestibules. Please put the names of everyone (including children, 
even if not getting a meal so we have the information for seating and 
name cards) as well as a list of meal choices beside each name on the  

index card inside the envelope. Also, if you would like a highchair please 
mark that on the card beside the child's name. Please place your cash or 
check (made out to Women's Fellowship) in the offering plate. Deadline 
for reservation is Sunday, April 17th. If you have any questions you may 

contact Lori Jackson 724-543-2523 or 724-664-1828.  

Honoring our Graduates !  

 

             May 22  

           11 AM  

If you are a high school, college or higher education 

student and you are a 2022 graduate, please send 

your short bio and picture to the church office by email 

or give to a member of the Nurture Commission. The 

deadline for your information is Sunday, May 1.   


