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Happy New Year!!!!! Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A boy told his father, "Dad, if three frogs were sitting
on a limb that hung over a pool, and one frog decided to jump
off into the pool, how many frogs would be left on the limb?"
The dad replied, "Two." "No," the son replied. "There are
three frogs and one decides to jump, how many are left?" The
dad said, "Oh, I get it, if one decides to jump, the others
would too. So there are none left." The boy said, "No dad, the
answer is three. The frog only DECIDED to jump." Does that
sound like last year’s resolution? Great inspiration and great
resolutions, but often times we only decide, and months later
we are still on the same limb of do-nothing.
Take some time and read Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Solomon is telling us that God has a plan for all of us and a cycle for everything we are
planned to do in accordance with His will. To do all that our life demands of us we must find balance.
The first thing you have to do if you are going to have balance in your life is: YOU HAVE TO
DISCOVER YOUR PURPOSE. What is your purpose in this world? This is the core question of our
lives. If you have not thought seriously about this, you have not taken life seriously. Many of the
problems in people’s lives would be settled if they understood their purpose in life and lived it out.
The Bible says, “If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord” (Romans 14:8). If it is true that we belong to the
Lord, then we have the obligation to live for the Lord. As the Word says, “Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body” (1
Corinthians 6:19-20). Our lives are not our own. They do not belong to us. We belong to God.
The Bible also shares, “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for
it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” (Philippians 2:1213). Your purpose is to live out and fulfill the purpose of God for your life. He is working to unfold
that plan in your life, and your responsibility is to cooperate with His work in you. The Bible says,
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). The grand purpose of your life is to know God and have an ongoing relationship with
Him that brings Him glory in the way you live your life. The Bible says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do” (Ephesians 2:10).
What is your purpose? It is to know God through his Son Jesus Christ and live for Him? Your
purpose is to do as much good as you can do for Him and others. You are not here to serve and
please yourself; you have a higher calling. If you don’t understand your purpose, then your life is
built on the wrong foundation. And if your life is built on the wrong foundation, it does not matter
how magnificent the structure is, it will crumble and fall.

Your primary purpose here is not to be successful or have a wonderful career. Your
purpose is not to be happy in your earthly accomplishments or earn a lot of money. Your purpose is not even to find love and have a family. The Bible says, “But seek first His kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). It is
not that these other things are bad, they are not, it is just that they cannot come before the
main purpose for which you were created — to know God and glorify Him with your life. When
you get that straight, then the rest will all fall into place.
The second thing you have to do if you are going to have balance in your life is: YOU
HAVE TO ESTABLISH YOUR PRIORITIES. You may have a firm grasp of what your real
purpose is in this world. You may understand that your life belongs to God, and that you are
to live for Him rather than yourself. But now you need to understand God’s specific plan for
you. Begin by asking yourself, “What are my gifts? What are the specific talents and interests that God has put into my life? How can I use these to fulfill His purpose for me in this
world?” The reason that these questions are important is that you may be doing many good
things, but you may not be doing the things that God has in mind for you. Your area of interest may be the gift God has given you to promote growth and influence for His kingdom.
Setting priorities is not about choosing between what is good and what is bad. That has
been settled when you decide to live out your God-given purpose in life. Priorities have to be
set when the choice is between what is good and what is best — between what will be beneficial and what is actually God’s will for you. He has made you with particular interests, skills
and gifts. Go in the direction of your interests and gifts, because this is how and why God has
created you. It is about getting the most from your life. Setting priorities helps you to trim
down your involvement to a reasonable level.
The third thing you have to do if you are going to have balance in your life is: YOU
HAVE TO MAKE YOUR PLAN. You can understand your purpose and set your priorities, but
if you have no plan on how to make it happen, it will never happen. Nothing is going to happen
until you make it happen. It is too easy to let life sweep you along and your agenda be filled
with the urgent little things of the day. If you are not deliberate in planning out your life,
your life will drift, and life will “just happen.” You want your life to happen on purpose. If you
can’t get everything done, it is because you are trying to do more than God wants you to do.
You have just enough time to do what God wants you to do.
Take some time and Read Ephesians 5:15-20
It is important to take the time to sit down and write out your life purpose. Put your
priorities down on paper. Make a plan to fulfill those priorities and make them happen. Begin
to say no to some things and cut out other things. Make sure there is enough time for the important things. Pencil in time for God and for ministry to other people. Your ministry may be
encouraging someone over the phone, baking a pie, singing a song, teaching a class, witnessing
to your neighbor, writing a story, leading a group, going with a jail ministry team, working with
children, youth, or the elderly. Your ministry will be
unique to your personal gifts and calling, and you will
have time for God to use you because you have made
a plan.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Don

Pastor Don’s Christmas Prime Rib
4 pounds prime rib roast
¼ cup unsalted butter, softened
1 tablespoon freshly ground black pepper
1 teaspoon Herbs de Provence (You can get this at Wal Mart)
Kosher salt
Directions:
Step 1: Place rib roast on a plate and bring to room temperature, about 4
hours.
Step 2: Preheat an oven to 500 degrees F (260 degrees C).
Step 3: Combine butter, pepper, and Herbs de Provence in a bowl; mix
until well blended. Spread butter mixture evenly over entire roast. Season
roast generously with kosher salt.
Step 4: Roast the 4-pound prime rib (see footnote if using a larger and
smaller roast) in the preheated oven for 20 minutes. Turn the oven off
and, leaving the roast in the oven with the door closed, let the roast sit in
the oven for 2 hours. Remove roast from the oven, slice, and serve. Serve
with Beef Au Jus.

The Pioneer Club meets Sunday evenings
at 6 PM at the church. Children ages
4 through 6th grade are welcome to join
in the fun.

Cook's Note:

Your cooking times will vary depending
on the size of your prime rib roast. To
calculate your cooking time, multiply
the exact weight of the roast by 5.
Round the resulting number to the
nearest whole number. The rib is
cooked at 500 degrees F for exactly that
many minutes. For example, for a 6
pound roast: 6x5=30, so cooking time is
30 minutes. Turn the oven off and wait
2 hours before opening the oven door.
Remove the prime rib and slice into the
most perfectly medium-rare meat

January 24, from
1:00 to 6:30 PM
Center Hill Covenant Brethren
Church Fellowship Hall
Two ways that you can help:
Volunteer to help with the
Drive or Give the Gift of Life.

BIBLE STUDY
Wed.1:30 PM
Thurs. 6:30 PM

“Wake Up Church” can be
seen “live” on our
Facebook page.

You can make an appointment
to donate by going to:
redcrossblood.org
Or Call 1-800-RED-CROSS
(1 800-733-2767)

Elizabeth Rupp
(flute) and Madelyn
Graham (trumpet) at
the Armstrong Jr. Sr.
High School Christmas Band concert
held on Dec.22,2021.
All the kids did a
wonderful job!

Zane Jordan III shows off his
hunting skills with these fine
game animals.

Liliana & Vera Rose Plank enjoyed being
cast members in the Nutcracker.

If you would like to have your youth’s acknowledgements or accomplishments printed in the
Lamplighter, please email a photo and a caption for the photo to the church office.

Look and Listen for The Spirit of God in All You Do! (CBC Devotional Moments)
In this fast-paced world in which we live, it seems we are forced to be in high gear with everything we are
doing. Do we take the time to see and feel the moving of the Spirit of God around us and within us?
I was recently on a mission trip to Guatemala where we were called to take food and Bibles to a remote
village. The families in this village greeted us with open arms. Our bags of food would help to support
their physical needs for a few weeks. The Bibles, as we told them, could feed them for a lifetime. During
the several hours we were with these families, we prayed with them, for them, and over them.
Throughout the time we were praying, a full-circle rainbow in all its radiant colors surrounded a bright sun
in a clear blue sky directly over our heads. This full rainbow circling the sun with a mysterious blue dot in
it was something no one in the village or on our mission team had ever seen.
Psalm 19:1-2 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above
proclaims His handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.” Looking to the heavens, we gain insight into God’s protective
nature and healing touch. The beauty of that celestial portrait could have gone unnoticed if we had been too rushed to look to the heavens and allow the Spirit of the
Living God to speak to us, through us, and for us. As we spent most of our time with
these lovely people in fervent prayer, we felt the moving of the Spirit in a major way.
Many of them were in need of healing in some way — spiritually, physically, or emotionally. They would pray in Spanish as we prayed in English. We cried together,
laughed together, loving on God and each other.
Yes, this is a very busy time of year, but don’t forget to give God time out of
your busy schedule, and listen for His still small voice. You may be surprised to
discover what you have been missing. It is very important to take time to look
around at His creation and worship the Creator with a humble spirit and with an
awe for His magnificent works.
Romans 1:20: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities —
His eternal power and divine nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”
May the Lord richly bless His Children as we look forward to the Epiphany
season.
Grover Duling – Covenant Brethren Church Executive Board Chair

January Book Review
Do you ever feel like a sock being tossed in the spin cycle of
life? Have you ever wished straightjackets were made in the
newest fall colors? Then let Karen Linamen usher you into a
place where hilarity and healing go hand in hand. Karen moves
seamlessly between wit and wisdom as she outlines fourteen
things you can do to experience greater joy, purpose and passion– even
when life feels crazy!

Saturday,
February 19, 2022
7 –11 AM
Breakfast sponsored by
the Men’s Fellowship.

will be meeting Tuesday, Jan. 11 at
7 PM. Come and join the ladies
each month.

Center Hill Covenant Brethren Church
2039 Freeport Road
Kittanning, PA 16201
724-548-7226
Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com
Web: centerhillchurchpa.org

Will have a special meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 4 at 7 PM. You
won’t want to miss out on the
great fellowship.

