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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Deception is out of control in the world. The George  

Barna Group has uncovered some of the ways people in 

America are being deceived today. 

59% do not believe in Satan 

51% believe praying to dead saints is beneficial 

35% believe you can communicate with the dead 

50% believe salvation is earned and not a gift 

75% believe people are born neither good nor evil—they make a choice between the two 

as they mature 

44% believe the Bible, the Koran and the Book of Mormon are all different expressions 

of the same truth 

54% believe truth can only be discovered through logic, human reasoning and personal 

experience. (See www.barna.org “Americans Draw Theological Beliefs From a Divers 

Point of View”)  

 As we enter this month of August, many of us children and adults alike turn toward going back 

to school. I thought that maybe it’s time for all of us to, “go back to school.” 

It is one thing to see the world being deceived; it’s altogether different when deception hap-

pens within the church. The unfortunate reality is that even within the church people are being de-

ceived! 

One way to see how believers are being deceived is by looking at what happens to the faith of 

our children. The Bible tells us to declare God’s power to the next generation (see Psalm 71:18), but 

many of our children are running away from God instead of toward Him. Consider how many people 

consider themselves to be evangelical in each generation (in other words these are not just those who 

may attend church, but people from one generation to the next who say that they have had a born 

again experience). 

65% of Builders (1910-1946)—these are the folks who reached retirement years. 

35% of Boomers (1946-1964)—these are those who will begin to retire in the next few 

years down to mid-life;  

15% of the Busters (1965-1976)—these are the thirty-somethings;  

It is projected that only 4% of the Bridges, also called the Millennials and Gen-Xers (born after 
1977)—these are our those just entering their careers and marriages down through our youth and 
children; my kids are a part of this group.  

(See: “Running from God,” Charisma; September, 2005) 



 

As parents we have failed our children. What has caused this breakdown of faith being 

passed on from parents to children? We could talk about many different causes, but I believe one of 

the key issues is deception. Our children are being deceived. We could talk about the influence of 

TV and other types of media and entertainment. We could point to the failure of our schools and 

even of our churches. These and other issues are all legitimate factors of deception; however there 

is one other issue we can’t ignore, and when we look in the mirror it is staring us in the face. 

Our children see when we have been deceived. We may want to blame others, but before we 

begin “speck inspection” let’s take care of the plank in our own eyes! Our children read our lives 

like an open book, and there is not much we can hide from them either. They see the compromise; 

they hear the contradictions between what we say at church and who we are at home. We too have 

been deceived, and many of us don’t even know it! 

WE NEED TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL! As a church we need to know the basic fundamentals 

of our faith. In the same way that 2+2=4 and other basic math facts are foundational to everything 

anyone will ever learn and apply in mathematics, you and I must be grounded in the essential doc-

trines and teachings of Christianity. If we don’t know the basics, then we cannot mature to be the 

people or the church God wants us to be. 

2 Timothy 2:14 (MSG)  

Repeat these basic essentials over and over to God's people. Warn them before God 

against pious nitpicking, which chips away at the faith. It just wears everyone out. 

Titus 3:8 (MSG)  

You can count on this. I want you to put your foot down. Take a firm stand on these 

matters so that those who have put their trust in God will concentrate on the essen-

tials that are good for everyone.  

So what are the “Back to SCHOOL Basics of Our Christian Faith?” 

Salvation, Conversation with God – Prayer, Holiness and Sanctification, One Source – The Author-

ity of Scripture, One God – Three Persons, and Living the Spirit Filled Life. 

Will you and I take seriously our charge from the Lord about our children? Proverbs 22:6 

(NKJV) Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not de-

part from it.  

Let us all go back to school, study our scriptures and take them to heart. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Don 

Jesus Wells: 

During the week of Vacation Bible School, Center Hill part-
nered with the 1st United Methodist Church in Kittanning to 
drill Jesus Wells in third world countries. Center Hill collect-
ed $1,600.62 and the 1st United Methodist Church collected 
$2,609.38 for a total of $4,210.00. This total will drill three 
water wells that will provide clean fresh water for many 
people.  



 Back to School Breakfast Cup 

Original recipe yields 18 servings 

Ingredient Checklist: 

Cooking spray 

18 refrigerated biscuits 

(unbaked) 

8 ounces breakfast sausage 

7 large eggs  

½ cup milk 

Salt and ground black pepper to taste 

1 cup mild shredded Cheddar cheese 

 

 

Directions  

Step 1: Preheat oven to 400 degrees F . Grease 18 

muffin cups with cooking spray. 

Step 2: Roll out biscuit dough on a lightly floured 

surface to form 5-inch rounds. Place each round 

in the prepared muffin cups, pressing into the 

base and sides to form a dough cup. 

Step 3: Cook and stir sausage in a skillet over 

medium-high heat until browned and cooked 

through, 5 to 10 minutes; drain fat. Spoon sau-

sage into dough cups. 

Step 4: Whisk eggs, milk, salt, and pepper togeth-

er in a bowl until well-beaten. Pour egg mixture 

into each dough cup, filling each just below the 

top of the biscuit dough. Sprinkle Cheddar cheese 

on top of egg mixture. 

Step 5: Bake in the preheated oven until eggs are 

set and biscuit dough is golden, 15 to 18 minutes. 

Cook's Note: 

You may use any type of meat that you wish. This is very 

breakfast friendly.  

The Peach Fest is coming soon! 
 Saturday, August 14, 2021 from 4-7 
PM. Menu will include: hot sandwiches, 
drinks, peach cobbler, and cakes with 

fresh peaches & home-made ice cream.  
Take out is available by calling the  

Fellowship Hall  (724-545-9655) the 
day of the Fest or just come in.  Come 

on in and join the festival! 

Summer church  

service hours end 

on Sunday,  

Sept. 12. 

 Sunday school will 

begin at 9:45 AM 

and our morning 

worship service will 

begin at 11 AM.   

Ann’s Book Nook Exchange: 

    The Book Nook Exchange is located on the table in the sanctuary. 

 You can bring in a book and swap it for another one that someone   

        else has brought to share. These are books that you are giving         

       away and don’t expect them to be returned.  This is separate 

from the church library. If you should have any questions about the Book 

Nook, you may ask Ann Peters.  If you don’t have a book to share that’s 

okay too...you can still enjoy a book from the table. 





Spotlight Book of the Month: 

“The Harbinger” by Jonathan Cahn  

Hidden in an ancient biblical verse from the 

Book of Isaiah, the mysteries revealed in The 

Harbinger are so precise that they foretell 

recent American events down to the exact days ...the 

3,000 year old mystery that revealed the exact date of the 

stock market collapse of 2008, the ancient prophecy that 

was proclaimed from the floor of the US Senate then 

came true and more. The revelations are so specific that 

even the most hardened skeptic will find it hard to put 

down. Though it sounds like the plot of a Hollywood thrill-

er—it’s real. 

The Harbinger opens with the appearance of a man bur-

dened with a series of messages he has received in the 

form of nine seals. Each seal unveils a prophetic mystery 

concerning America and its future that takes you on an 

amazing journey that will change the way you see the 

world forever.  

Congratulations to Maddie Sturgeon and her team , 

River’s Fury, for being named the Ohio Summer Blast 

Champions. Maddie plays left and center field. The tour-

nament was played Aug. 16-18 in Frazeysburg, OH.  

Pastor Don will resume with  
Coffee and the Word on Wednes-
day, September 8 at 10 AM live on 

Facebook.  

 

National  
Watermelon  
Month 
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Our church is sponsoring the AMBA Wellness Blood 
Analysis Program thru Quest Diagnostics that covers 

most routine blood work. It will be held at the Fellow-
ship Hall.  The cost is $41.00 and $5 for the church’s 

fee. The date of the program will be Saturday,  
September 11 from 6:30-9:30 AM. Please call  

Wellness Program 

Tuesday, 

Sept. 14  

  

7 PM 

Tuesday, September 28 at 7 PM 

Monday, September 13, 2021 

Commissions will meet at 6:30 PM 
Board Meeting begins at 7 PM 


