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"Proclaim Liberty Throughout the Land"  

On July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia, our Founding Fathers signed a doc-

ument declaring our independence from the tyranny of those who would 

enslave the minds, the souls, the lives of men. But what many Americans 

don't realize is that with the same document, we not only declared our 

independence from Great Britain, we just as strongly declared our depend-

ence upon Almighty God. The Declaration of Independence begins by pro-

claiming that this nation is dedicated to the proposition that all men are 

created equal and endowed by our Creator with certain unalienable rights. 

 Do you remember how it ends? It ends with these words: "With a firm reliance on the protection of 

Divine Providence we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." The 

word reliance means dependence. The signers of the Declaration were staking everything on God watching 

over them and seeing them through in their struggle for freedom. This is a nation that was founded upon the 

notion that we must be free from tyranny and we must be dependent upon our God. Our nation's founding 

document declared independence from Great Britain, but with equal passion, dependence upon God. The 

spirit of 1776 was one of reverence and trust in God. 

Does anyone know where it comes from? It is actually an engraving that is on the Liberty Bell. After 

our Founding Fathers unanimously approved the Declaration of Independence on July 2, and it was signed on 

July 4, the first public reading of the Declaration took place on July 8, and it was celebrated by a band and the 

ringing of bells. And the very first bell they rang was in the belfry of the very hall where they approved the 

Declaration of Independence to summon the people to hear the reading of America's founding document. 

They rang that bell--we know it as the "Liberty Bell." Where did it get its name? The name comes from the 

Scripture that’s imprinted on the bell - Lev. 25:10 - which says: "Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all 

the inhabitants thereof!" Proclaim liberty throughout the land. Let Freedom Ring! 

Everyone is aware that there is an ongoing discussion in our nation's classrooms over whether or not 

America was really founded upon Christian principles: A radio talk show host and a call-in listener were talk-

ing about Christianity in America. As the conversation continued, the host, who is an avowed agonistic, said, 

"Why do Christians think they had anything special to do with the founding of this country... Anybody who 

reads history books knows that Christianity was no more involved in America's founding than any other reli-

gion." Unfortunately and inaccurately that seems to be the prevalent thought of many Americans today. But 

the truth of the matter is we are a nation that has been shaped by the Judeo-Christian ethic found through-

out the Bible. We are a Biblical nation from our very roots. It is safe to say that the Christian faith was in-

volved in practically every aspect of our nation's beginnings 

Despite what modern politicians, the contemporary media, or the history revisionists say - America 

was founded not on the concept of freedom to worship any God (Buddha, Allah..etc) but on the freedom to 

worship Jesus Christ. 



 

AMERICA'S ONLY HOPE is to return to the Christ who captivated the hearts of our founding fathers. 

Proverbs 14:34 "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people." 

Psalm 33:12 "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance." 

He is a real God, the true God, not man made, imagination or fiction. Because His laws are just and 

good, and their observance will always tend to promote the public welfare and prosperity. Because His pro-

tection will be provided to such a nation. Because His worship, and the influence of our faith in Him, will 

tend to promote virtue, intelligence, purity, and truth, over a land, and thus will promote the welfare of the 

nation. HOW CAN WE DO THIS? 

LIFT UP PRAYER FOR OUR NATION! 

We need to wake up and then lift up prayers for America. We should be storming heaven with our 

petitions for our nation. From the beginning of our nation, God has been intervening on our behalf. There 

were miraculous stories of God's protection during the Revolutionary War. Any honest student of history 

must agree that God was with our troops at Valley Forge, and He was with our men at Normandy. 

But some have wondered how long we can depend on God's protection. After 9/11 and the devasta-

tion of hurricane Katrina, Billy Graham's daughter, Anne Graham Lotz said: "For years we've been telling 

God to get out of our schools, to get out of our government and to get out of our lives. I believe He has 

calmly backed out. How can we expect God to give us His blessing and his protection if we demand that He 

leave us alone?" God's Word is clear about His promise to answer prayer when a nation needs healing. He 

says, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land." (2 Chronicles 7:14) The burden for the health of our nation does not rest on who is in the White 

House, or the State House, or the Court House but on the people in the Church House, it rests on you and 

on me. We need to cry out to the Lord on behalf of our nation and its leadership. Get desperate before the 

Lord. Not "now I lay me down to sleep" kind of prayer. Not "Good food, good meat, good Lord, let's eat" 

kind of prayer. But prayer that lines up with the will of God, prayer that reaches the heart of God, prayer 

that moves the hand of God.  

America, wake up! Wake up and rediscover this simple truth, that as long as our motto is: IN GOD IS 

OUR TRUST, then we will remain a great nation. America needs some modern Paul Reveres. We need to 

rouse our culture about the dangerous threats we face. 

The Liberty Bell was not meant to be hidden under the floorboards of a church. A bell is meant to be 

rung for all to hear. We are called to "Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants there-

of!" Jesus said in his first sermon following his temptation in the wilderness: "The Spirit of the Lord is on 

me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord's favor." (Luke 4: 18-19) A bell does no good if it is not rung. A gospel does no good if it is not pro-

claimed. 

Yours in Christ ,   Pastor Don     



 
 4th of July Cake 

Ingredients 

Cake:  

Nonstick cooking spray, for the 

pan 

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/3 cup stone-ground white corn-

meal 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 

2 cups granulated sugar 

2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter, at room temperature 

5 large eggs, at room temperature 

1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract 

1 cup buttermilk 

3 tablespoons rainbow or red, white and blue sprin-

kles 

 

Frosting: 

3 sticks (1 1/2 cups) unsalted butter, at room temper-

ature   

1/4 teaspoon kosher salt   

3 ounces chopped white chocolate, melted and 

cooled slightly    

6 cups confectioners' sugar   

1 1/2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 

 

Garnish: 

1 cup blueberries 

One 16-ounce container strawberries 

1 tablespoon apple jelly or apricot jam, melted 

Special equipment:  
 A pastry bag and a rosette tip 

1. For the cake: Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 

Coat a 9-by-13-inch rectangular baking pan with non-

stick cooking spray. Line the bottom of the pan with 

parchment paper and coat again with the spray.  

2. Combine the flour, cornmeal, baking powder, baking 

soda and salt in a small bowl. Whisk together and set 

aside. 

3. Beat the granulated sugar and butter in a large bowl 

with an electric mixer on medium-high speed until 

smooth and fluffy, about 3 minutes. Beat in the eggs, 1 

at a time until combined, then beat in the vanilla. Re-

duce the speed to low and beat in one-third of the flour 

mixture until just combined. Beat in half the buttermilk 

and then repeat, adding the flour in 2 more increments 

and alternating with the second half of the buttermilk. 

Stir in the sprinkles. Transfer to the prepared pan and 

spread the batter evenly. Bake until the cake is golden 

brown and the top springs back to a light touch, 30 to 35 

minutes. Cool 15 minutes in the pan. 

4. Run a small knife around the edges of the cake to 

release the sides and turn the cake out onto a baking 

sheet. Remove the parchment paper and then flip again 

onto a serving platter or cutting board so the top of the 

cake is back on top. Cool completely before frosting. 

5. For the frosting: Beat the butter and salt in a large 

bowl with an electric mixer on medium speed until 

fluffy. Add the white chocolate and beat until fluffy. 

Gradually beat in the confectioners' sugar and vanilla. 

Increase the speed to medium-high and beat until very 

smooth and fluffy. 

6. Transfer 1/2 cup of the frosting to a pastry bag fitted 

with a small rosette tip. Frost the top and sides of the 

cake with the remaining frosting. 

7. For the garnish: Place the blueberries in 6 rows of 6 

berries each in the top left-hand corner of the cake. Trim 

and halve the strawberries lengthwise and make 4 rows 

of strawberries across the cake. Pipe stars between the 

blueberries and use the remaining frosting to pipe a bor-

der around the bottom of the cake. Brush the berries 

with the melted jelly. Cut and serve. 





Ann’s Book Nook Ex-

change: 

Ann Peters has invited you to join in the Book Nook  

Exchange located in the sanctuary. There is a table where 

you can bring in a book and swap it for anoth-

er one that someone else has brought to 

share. These are books that you are giving 

away and don’t expect them to be returned.  

This is separate from the church library. If you 

Spotlight Book of the Month: 

This month we are spotlighting “ So Long  

Insecurity” by Beth Moore.  This book is  a 

New York Times Bestseller and is jam packed 

full of wisdom and practicality. What woman 

do you know who isn’t plagued with insecurity in some 

season of her life?  Can we really say ...so long to insecuri-

ty and self doubt you no longer have a hold on me?  

Whoever you are , you have it in you to be confident, self 

assured and secure in who God made you to be and 

thrive in every season of your life.  

Congratulations  Girls!  
We are so proud of you! 

Girls Armstrong IOU Softball Team has 
won the 1st place championship this year.  

“They are the Alle-Kiski Softball Champions.” 

Our church members are : Sadie Jack,  
Jane Barrett, and Addison Blose 

Come & Join in the Fun, Fellow-

ship, and Ministry. 

Every Thursday, thru August 12, from 

10:15 AM-1 PM, our church  hands out 

lunches to the children in the community. 

This is a great way to be the hands & feet 

of  Jesus and to fellowship with one  

another while providing this vital  

ministry to the kids.    

Sign- up today in the vestibule if 
you can help.  
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Center Hill will hold their Peach Fest on 
Saturday, August 14, 2021 from 4-7 
PM. Menu will include: hot sandwiches, 
drinks, peach cobbler, and cakes with 
fresh peaches & home-made ice cream.  
Take out is available by calling the  
Fellowship Hall  (724-545-9655) the 
day of the Fest or just come in.  We 
are looking forward to seeing everyone 
and enjoying some wonderful food and 
fellowship.  

Formal Vote: 

We have tentatively scheduled a formal vote for our 
congregation to leave the Church Of the Brethren 
denomination on Thursday, July 8 at 7:00 PM.  If 
the vote passes by 95%, and there are no concerns 
from the congregation after having heard Covenant 
Brethren Church representatives earlier on June 17,  
we will also hold a vote to approve joining the  
Covenant Brethren Church.   
Bill Wenger, the COB Western PA  
District Executive will supervise and  
oversee both votes for the district  
and denomination. 

 Saturday,  July 24 
@ the Parsonage 

     
Starting at 4 PM,         
Dinner at 5 PM 
 
Vesper Service will 

follow at 7 PM. 


