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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Thanksgiving is the holiday dedicated to giving thanks for things. Interestingly, the words thank and 

think have the same root, reminding us that thanksgiving comes from thinking about our blessings. But you 

may not be feeling very thankful lately. You might think there isn't anything to really be thankful for. Some-

times all we need is a little perspective. 

Dr. Robert Hill and his wife were visiting Thailand where they were invited to a celebration put on by 

the King and Queen. Their native guide, Joseph, was driving them there from their hotel room. He didn't 

know English very well, but he was delighted to talk with them. "Where do you live," he asked. "Richmond, 

Virginia." "Oh, are you a rich man?" "No," Bob laughed, "we're not rich." "Do you have an automobile?" 

"Yes, actually we have two." He then asked about the house we lived in. "It's a simple house; just ten rooms 

total." Joseph was amazed, especially when he explained that he and his family lived in just two small rooms. 

Then he asked about our family. We told him we had four children; two in college and two at home. Joseph 

was silent for a moment. Then he said, "You are rich." My wife and I laughed but deep down we knew he 

was right, though we had never thought of it in those terms. We were rich; but were we thankful?  

Let's see if we can gain some perspective on why we should be thankful; not just at Thanksgiving 

time, but all the time. Col. 3:15-17, "Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude 

in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Je-

sus, giving thanks to God the Father through him." 

In each of these three verses Paul is focusing on something different but interestingly, each verse 

contains something about being thankful. In verse 15 he's talking about letting the peace of Christ rule in our 

hearts. And at the end of it, as if it's an afterthought, he adds, "and be thankful". "Oh, yeah, I almost forgot-

be thankful". However, that couldn't be further from the truth. Being thankful was never an afterthought to 

Paul; it was a major focus. 

There is a connection between being thankful and being at peace. More on that in a minute. In the 

next verse we see him telling us to let God's word fill us up. Then he wants us to teach, admonish (scold) and 

sing songs. He wants us to do all this with gratitude in our hearts. 

We sing a song with the line, "Give thanks, with a grateful heart". That begs the question, well, what 

other kind of heart would you be giving thanks with? An apathetic heart. We're saying 'thanks' but we don't 

really mean it or there's not much feeling behind it. We could give thanks with an entitled heart. We're say-

ing, 'thanks' but we might as well be saying, 'well, it's about time'. 

We can say, 'thank you' as a formality without being very sincere. We can do this 

when we bow our heads at the dinner table. "Thank you, Lord for the food we are about to 

receive-yada, yada, yada." Let my 'thank you' not be a formality; but a heartfelt expression of 

thoughtfulness towards God for what he's blessed me with. 



In the verses that follow, Paul describes how to conduct our relationships at 

home and work. Towards the end of his letter, shortly before his final instruc-

tions, he says in 4:2, "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and  

thankful." Again we see Paul attaching thankfulness to another aspect of the 

Christian life-prayer. 

Did you know that praying with thanksgiving helps us to relieve our anxiety and 

give us peace? Phil. 4:6-7, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." 

Paul talks about being thankful many times in these verses in Colossians. Whether the subject is 

peace, God's word, teaching, singing, praying or anything else in between, Paul wants there to be thanks-

giving in our hearts. When we go to chapter 2, we see the biggest reason why. 2:6-7, "So then, just as you 

received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 

faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness." 

For all of us, there are many things we can be thankful for but first and foremost we need to be 

thankful for Jesus.  

Because we are born again, because we have received forgiveness for our sins and the indwelling Holy 

Spirit, because we have eternal life, we need to overflow with thankfulness; it needs to be pouring out of 

us. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Don 

  

NEED 
SOME 

PRAYER? 

Who 
Doesn’t ! 

Our next 
interces-

sory pray-
er meet-
ing at the 

church will be Tuesday,  
November 24 at 10 AM. You 
may also write your pray-

er need on the prayer 
card and place your card 
in the prayer box in the 

main  
vestibule. 

Everyone is invited! 

 

Helping with Christmas! 

This year the Witness Commission is teaming up with 
the Salvation Army to help those less fortunate enjoy 

a meal at Christmas. Please consider donating boxes of stuffing 
mix such as Stove Top as well as boxes of instant mashed pota-
toes and jars or cans of turkey or chicken gravy. The last day to 
donate to this great cause will be on Sunday, November 29

th
, and 

donations can be placed in the box provided in the main vesti-
bule. Thank you in advance for helping others have a great meal 
at Christmas.  ~~The Witness Commission 

Center Hill  Anniversary Apparel: 

Don’t forget to order your T-Shirts, 
sweatshirts, hats, etc. for our 200th 
Anniversary. Order forms and samples 
of each item are on the picture table in 
the sanctuary.  



 

Apple-Cream Cheese Bundt Cake 

This delicious apple bundt cake features a sweet cream cheese filling and homemade praline 
frosting.  Garnish the frosting with extra toasted pecans. 

Ingredients: 

CREAM CHEESE FILLING: 
 1 (8-oz.) package cream cheese,  
 softened 
 1/4 cup butter, softened 
 1/2 cup granulated sugar 
 1 large egg 
 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
  

APPLE CAKE BATTER: 
 1 cup finely chopped pecans (Optional)  
 3 cups all-purpose flour 
 1 cup granulated sugar 
 1 cup firmly packed light brown sugar 
 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
 1 teaspoon salt 
 1 teaspoon baking soda 
 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice 
 3 large eggs, lightly beaten 
 3/4 cup canola oil 
 3/4 cup applesauce 
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 3 cups peeled and finely chopped Gala 
apples (about 1 1/2 lb.) 
  

PRALINE FROSTING: 
 1/2 cup  packed light brown sugar 
 1/4 cup butter 
 3 tablespoons milk 
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 1 cup powdered sugar 

 

Cooking with Pastor Don 

How to Make It: 

Step 1 Prepare Filling: Beat first 3 ingredients at 
medium speed with an electric mixer until blended 
and smooth. Add egg, flour, and vanilla; beat just  
until blended. 

Step 2 Prepare Batter: Preheat oven to 350º. Bake 
pecans in a shallow pan 8 to 10 minutes or until toast-
ed and fragrant, stirring halfway through. Stir to-
gether 3 cups flour and next 7 ingredients in a large 
bowl; stir in eggs and next 3 ingredients, stirring 
just until dry ingredients are moistened. Stir in  
apples and pecans. 

Step 3 Spoon two-thirds of apple mixture into a 
greased and floured 14-cup Bundt pan. Spoon Cream 
Cheese Filling over apple mixture, leaving a 1-inch 
border around edges of pan. Swirl filling through ap-
ple mixture using a paring knife. Spoon remaining  
apple mixture over Cream Cheese Filling. 

Step 4 Bake at 350º for 1 hour to 1 hour and 15 
minutes or until a long wooden pick inserted in center 
comes out clean. Cool cake in pan on a wire rack 15 
minutes; remove from pan to wire rack, and cool  
completely (about 2 hours). 

Step 5 Prepare Frosting: Bring 1/2 cup brown sugar, 
1/4 cup butter, and 3 Tbsp. milk to a boil in a 2-qt. 
saucepan over medium heat, whisking constantly; boil 
1 minute, whisking constantly. Remove from heat; stir 
in vanilla. Gradually whisk in powdered sugar until 
smooth; stir gently 3 to 5 minutes or until mixture 
begins to cool and thickens slightly. Pour immediately 
over cooled cake.   Enjoy! 

 

         Men’s Fellowship      Tuesday, November 17  @  7PM 





 

Welcome back to the pulpit 
Pastor Don! We are so de-
lighted to have you with us 

again to bring God’s word to 
us each Sunday.  

 
We Have Missed You! 

Women’s Fellowship will 

meet Tuesday, November 10 

at 7 PM. All ladies are  

Invited and welcome to 

 attend! 

Christmas Banquet:  

Please join us for the All Church Christmas Banquet to be held on Fri-
day, December 11th at 6:30pm at the Fellowship Hall. This will be a ca-
tered meal, but we ask that everyone please bring a dessert to share. 
Please have this dessert cut when you arrive. There are sign-up sheets 
in both vestibules, and we ask that you please sign up by Sunday, No-
vember 22nd, so that we can get an accurate count of meals needed to 
the caterer. There will be a love offering taken the evening of the 
banquet to help defray the cost of the banquet. This year’s entertain-
ment will be beautiful music from The Vision Quartet. Hope to see you 
there!     ~The Witness Commission 

DELICIOUS BAKED GOODS for Sale: 

 

The Honduras Group is offering Thanksgiving desserts.  All proceeds will go to help the children at the Orphanage in 

Honduras.  You will find order forms in the main vestibule.  Deadline to place your orders is Nov. 15.  You may 

place your completed orders in the box located in the vestibule.  Pick-Up will be on Tuesday, Nov. 24  from 6-8 

PM at the Fellowship Hall or by appointment on Wednesday,  Nov. 25.    

Name ____________________________________ 

Telephone Number ___________________ 

# 1 lb. of Homemade Noodles   $6.00 

 _____Number of pounds  Amount _______ 

 
 

Pumpkin Logs   $10.00 

_____Number of Logs                 Amount _______  

Pumpkin Pies   $10.00 

_____Number of Pies  Amount _______ 

 

Double Crusted Apple Pies   $10.00 

 _____Number of Pies Amount _______ 

Double Crusted Cherry Pies   $12.00 

 _____Number of Pies  Amount _______ 

Lori’s Cream Filled Cupcakes    $6.00 per ½ Dozen 

_______White   ________Chocolate 

 

_______Total # of items  Amount___________  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://aztec-signs.biz/clipart/apple2.gif&imgrefurl=http://aztec-signs.biz/aztec-signs-political-clipart.php&h=450&w=353&tbnid=1tDrxUsb3gqpBM:&zoom=1&docid=d0NXERDCnjyvrM&ei=69C2VIimIsSWNrGRgxg&tbm=isch&ved=0CD8QMygUMBQ&iac


Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

2039 Freeport Road 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-7226 

Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com 

Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 
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     “We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we 

     have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we 

     have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation has   

ever grown.  

                But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand  

                which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and  

      strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness 

     of our hearts, that all these things were produced by some superior  

wisdom and virtue of our own.  

     Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become to self-sufficient 

     to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to 

           pray to the God that made us.”                        ~~ Abraham Lincoln 

  Can you help by packing a shoebox to help with the 
  Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child shoe
  boxes? A list of suggested items is in the vestibules 
     along with the shoeboxes and tags. Envelopes are also 
available if you would like to give a monetary donation instead 
and the Pioneer Club leaders will do the shopping for you. Items 
or money donation due by Nov. 8. Collection date for the 
packed shoeboxes is Nov. 16-Nov.20. We will collect them here 
at the church and deliver them to the central delivery church for 
sending them around the world to bless a child this Christmas!  


