
Although Easter is the most significant of the Christian holidays, it does not 

enjoy the kind of enthusiastic fanfare afforded Christmas or even  

Thanksgiving. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Many people from all ages have asked me this question, “What is Lent?” Now 

growing up in the Brethren Church, I don’t really remember hearing a lot 

about Lent. After I started into ministry I began hearing more and more about Lent and what it really was all 

about. I have found that many approach it like we do Advent. At Christmas time it is good to set the tone as 

we come to the time in which we celebrate the birth of our Lord. With anticipation we hear the account of 

what took place for God’s only Son to born: the virgin birth, the prophecies about His coming, etc. 

In comparison, we should look at lent as a season of soul-searching, a time for reflection and taking stock. In 

the earliest days of the Church lent began as a time of preparation for Easter, and by observing lent the  

individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness. 

In the 16th century, many Anabaptists discarded all Christian holy days, on the theory that they were Roman 

innovations. Like many times in church history the baby was thrown out with the bathwater in a time of 

change. 

How can we use the 40 days of Lent to prepare our hearts for Christendom’s most sacred holiday? 

What do we do during the 40 days to shake ourselves from business as usual to a more spiritually attuned 

life? 

1. Practice 40 days of self-denial. 

The Christian faith is supposed to be about imitating Jesus who said some radical things. 

Luke 9:22-24  

saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day."  

Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 

daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 

will save it.  

If you were in Church this past Sunday you heard this from at least 3 different gospels. 

We tend to want to imitate Jesus in ways that appeal to us; we pick and choose the parts of his life we 

will emulate based on our own sense of what is important. 

Some think social issues are important, so they focus on soup kitchens, and addiction foundations, and home-

less shelters and battered women all the while pointing out how Jesus fed the hungry. Some are more drawn 

to moral issues, so they picket abortion clinics.  
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Still others are more excited by doctrinal issues, they seek to imitate his teaching and scripture use, 

they hold classes and spend hours thinking about eschatology and Greek and Hebrew meaning. 

Here’s the thing, Jesus did not open a soup kitchen, he fed crowds who came to hear him preach on 

two occasions, he did not fight Roman authority or try to get legislation passed that would keep people from 

sinning publicly, he did not form study groups or publish any of his vital teachings. Jesus did fast and pray 

throughout his ministry. He did deny himself; He did sacrifice all. 

Would you be willing to go beyond the comfortable level of self-sacrifice you normally observe in  

order to more closely imitate Jesus; in order to prepare your heart for Easter? 

Titus 2:11-13  

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope 

and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

2. Practice 40 days of self-examination. 

It is highly likely that your time of self-denial will result in some extra time on your hands. If you give 

up shopping, preparing elaborate meals, video games, television, web surfing or any number of other indul-

gences you will likely discover just how much time you waste. Would you be willing to spend some of that 

time in self-examination? 

2 Corinthians 13:5                                                                                                                                    

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that  

Jesus Christ is in you? - unless indeed you are disqualified. 

As a pastor I do not always get to tell you what you want to hear. Sometimes I must say things that 

will leave you challenged, or guilt ridden, or just uncomfortable. This may be one of those times. And remem-

ber, it is a meant for me as well. We need to spend time with God examining what manner of person we are! 

We need times of brutal honesty; we need to take stock of our true spirituality.  

3. Practice 40 days of selfless giving.  Jesus wants us to give ourselves to prayer. Jesus wants us to give our 

lives for others. Allow me to close with thought: 

Luke 14:12-14 (NKJV)  

Then He also said to him who invited Him, "When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your 

brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.  

But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  

And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the 

just." 

Are we wanting to make the self-sacrifice in our time of preparation as we enter this season of Lent?  Are we 

willing to spend time with the Lord as we prepare for this up-coming Easter? Will you take the time to be 

blessed this Lenten Season?  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Don  

 

 



 

LENTEN FISHSTICK CASSEROLE   

  

Ingredients: 
12 oz. bag of frozen shredded hash brown potatoes, thawed 
4 eggs 
2 c. milk 
1 Tbsp. onion flakes, dehydrated 
1 tsp. dill, dried 
1 1/4 tsp. seasoning salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
1 c. cheddar cheese, shredded - i like a little more 
16 oz .good quality fish sticks - splurge here if you can 

Cooking 

With                 

Pastor Don 

Sunday, March 8 is the start of Daylight Saving Time, which begins at 2:00 A.M. that night. Don’t for-
get to “spring forward” and set your clocks ahead one hour! We prefer to do this before bedtime on 
Saturday night, just so there’s no existential confusion the next morning.  

Tuesday, March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day. According to folklore, St. Patrick used the three-leaved clover 
(shamrock) in his teachings about the Holy Trinity.  

Thursday, March 19 brings about the March equinox—also called the vernal or spring equinox—
marking the beginning of spring in the Northern Hemisphere. On this day, the Sun stands directly over 
Earth’s equator. In the Southern Hemisphere, this date marks the autumnal equinox and the begin-
ning of fall. 

March 29-31 are the Borrowing Days. According to lore, the last 
three days of March have a reputation for being stormy. 

Looking ahead: This year, Easter Sunday will occur on April 12, 
culminating the Holy Week for Christian church-
es and commemorating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Read 
more about Easter Sunday and find out why the date changes 
every year. 

MARCHING INTO SPRING 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees and spray a 9 x 13 glass baking dish with PAM spray or Olive oil 
spray. 

Break apart hash browns with a fork; set aside. 

In a large bowl, beat eggs and milk. Add onion, dill, seasoned salt and pepper. Stir in hash 
browns and cheese. 

Transfer to a greased 9 x 13 inch baking dish; arrange fish sticks over the top taking care to 
place fish sticks one next to the other and completely covering the top of the casserole (you 
may need to use more than just 18 fish sticks). 

Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 50 minutes or until top is golden brown and fish flakes 
with a fork. 

Let stand for 5 minutes before cutting. 
Serve with a mild (homemade) tarter sauce and a crisp green salad. 

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-daylight-saving-time
https://www.almanac.com/content/st-patricks-day
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-spring-vernal-equinox
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-fall-autumnal-equinox
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2020-03-29
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-easter




 



 

 

 

 

District and Brotherhood News:  

Message from Cheryl Marszalek 2020 District Moderator  

Happy New Year!! As the hustle and bustle of the holidays has come to end. The long days of winter are 

upon us. Isaiah 66:22-23 “For as new heavens and the new earth, which I will make shall remain before me, 

says the Lord; so shall your descendants and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and from 

Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, says the Lord.” New, wow!! How can I imag-

ine such a thing? All shall worship. An active and a participation involved process. How active are you? I 

don’t mean are you working on that exercise program. I mean are you actively seeking God and Jesus? Do 

you call on the Holy Spirit into your life? Actively working on renewal and revitalization in your life is like 

exercise. If you don’t have a workout routine to keep you focused, you can lose sight of your goals. Our 

goal should always be striving to part of the kingdom of God. This is what I have been praying for. I had 

asked for help and it is being provided between an intentional call of pastors out of our congregations. 

How can we renew if we do not raise up new leaders for the growth in our congregations? As much as that 

piece of chocolate cake is tempting, it’s okay to eat that, just not the entire cake. But when we get lazy 

about our prayer life. “Oh, God knows what is in my heart. Why do I have to take time to pray?” Prayer is 

that deliberate time to be with the one who gave you the ultimate sacrifice, his son. So, when we come 

together to worship as a congregation, we are doing what we were instructed. Just as Jesus told us we 

needed to pray and thank the Father. Winter-tide Blessings to the Western PA District! Cheryl Marszalek is 

the Associate Pastor at the Uniontown COB. 

 

Brotherhood News 

Jesus in the Neighborhood 
A Compelling Vision for the Church of the Brethren 

Three years ago, denominational leadership recognized that we had reached a critical moment in our life 

together. While individuals and congregations were engaged in faithful ministry, as a denomination, it 

could be said we were wandering without a sense of unified purpose. Further, we were mired in soul-

sapping conflict. Something needed to change. 

Go to  http://www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision.html for more information and to read the com-

plete paper:  

 

http://www.brethren.org/ac/compelling-vision.html


 

 

Old Time Revival Services: 

Pastor Roy McVey of Collinsville,  
Virginia will join us for our 200th An-
niversary by bringing the messages 
at our revival services March 23, 24, 

25 at 7 PM.   

Pastor Roy has pastored the  
Collinsville congregation for more 
than 30 years. On Sunday, March 

23, there will be a carry-in meal fol-
lowing morning worship and a meet 

and greet with  
Brother Roy.  

We will also enjoy special music 
each evening of the revival.  

Tuesday, March 10 

           7 PM 

The Youth invites you to come and support the 
“All You Can Eat” Soup & Salad Bar on 

Sunday, March 8 from 12:30-2:30 PM at the 
Fellowship Hall.   

 The cost is $8-Adults,  $4-Ages 4-12,   
3 & under is free. 

HANDCRAFTED EASTER CANDY FOR SALE:   

The Mission Group will be selling handmade Easter candy.  
Additional order forms are available in the main vestibule.  
You may place your completed order form in the box in the 
main vestibule. The deadline to place an order is  
Sunday, March 29.  The Pick-Up Date will be Sun-
day, April 5 following the morning worship service.  

Tuesday, April 28    7 PM 



  

 
DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER NEED?  

Everyone is welcome to join the intercessory prayer meeting at 

the church the last Tuesday of each month, The next meeting 

will be March 24 at 10 AM. If you are unable to attend, you can 

write your prayer need on the prayer card and place your card 

in the prayer box in the main vestibule. 

The Spring council  

meeting will be held on  

Monday, April 20 

at 7 PM. 

All church members are 

urged to attend! 

   LADIES BIBLE STUDY  

The Garden of Grace Ladies' Bible Study will 
once again meet at 7 p.m. Thursdays at Cindy 
Metz's home beginning March 26. All ladies are 
welcome to join us and all you need to bring is 
your Bible, a notebook, and a heart to learn how 
to "garden God's way."  Contact Cindy if you 
have any questions.  

MARCH 8 

On Monday, April 13, a Red Cross 
blood drive will take place at the 
Fellowship Hall from 1-6:30 PM.  
Volunteers are needed to help as 
registrars, escorts, and canteen 

workers. Register to give at-
www.rcblood.org/appt.  

 

       Informational Meeting:  

There will be an informational meeting on the emerging  
Covenant Brethren Church. The meeting will be 
Saturday, March 28, 1:30-3 PM at the Fellowship Hall The 
speaker will be Grover Duling. Please make every effort to 
attend this meeting.  



 

 

 

Greeting Cards Available: 

There is an ongoing fundraiser set  
up in the side vestibule of a variety of 

beautiful boxed greeting cards; they are 
$7 per box. Envelopes are provided for 
your payment and then can be put in 

the offering plate.  Please make checks 
payable to Mardell Blose.  

ALL proceeds will go to benefit the chil-
dren at the Honduras  

Orphanage.  

 

Shoes for the World: 

Bring in your slightly worn or unwanted shoes. Wrap 

them with a rubber band and place them in the bin 

downstairs below the shoe sign. Everything from ten-

nis shoes to boots, they will use them all. The Hogar  

Enmanuel Children’s Home will receive $.40 per lb. for 
your unwanted shoes.  

Come join in for the Wednesday 

evening Bible study and prayer  

at 7:30 PM.  

This study is on the book of 

Revelation.  

 Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All -U -Can -Eat Pancake Breakfast   

sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship will be held 

Saturday, March 21, 7-11 AM.  

Everyone’s Invited !  

Volunteers are also needed, sign up in the  

main vestibule.  

WORTHINGTON MINESTERIUM  

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 

March 1: Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

March 8: Yet to be determined 

March 15: Buffalo Charge UM  at the Worthington  

   Civic Center with music by Kevin Anthony 

March 22: Worthington Presbyterian Church 

   missionary speaker and possible soloist 

March 29: Walkchalk Salem Baptist 

April 10: CROSSWALK,  12 Noon 

Starting at the Worthington Lutheran Church and 

ending at the Worthington Presbyterian Church.  

 

Thank you to all who support and share in these 

services, may the blessing of God be with all the 

churches as we continue our journey to the cross.  

https://www.hogarenmanuel.com/
https://www.hogarenmanuel.com/


Center Hill Church of the Brethren 
2039 Freeport Road 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-7226 

Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com 

Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 
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Page  10– Upcoming Events 

Children’s Easter Program : March 29  11 AM 

Choir Cantata: Sunday, April 5   11 AM 

Love Feast: Thursday, April 9        7:30 PM 

Sunrise Service :  April 12     6 AM 

(Followed by Free Breakfast) 

Easter Worship Service: April 12   11 AM 

 

 

Baptism or Transfer of Letter: 

If anyone is interested in being 

baptized or wanting to transfer 

their letter of membership, please 

let Pastor Don know. The date for 

this service has not yet been set. 


