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Summer Storms...

For many of us over these past 3 months our faith has been tested. During that time 

we’ve seen many different things change, from staying home to shortages, and so 

much more. One person describes it with this statement. It was as if a sudden violent 

unexpected storm tossed you from side to side nearly drowning you in its wake.   

Let’s face it, storms come into our lives at a snap of a finger. They may last just for a 

short time, or they can continue on for what seems to be forever. 

Luke 8:22-25 (NKJV)  
22  Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disci-

ples. And He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side of the lake." 

And they launched out.  
23  But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, 

and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy.  
24  And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, "Master, Master, we are per-

ishing!" Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And 

they ceased, and there was a calm.  
25  But He said to them, "Where is your faith?" And they were afraid, and mar-

veled, saying to one another, "Who can this be? For He commands even the 

winds and water, and they obey Him!" 

Over the past three months, both in our Sunday morning worship time and in “Coffee 

and A Word,” we have been challenged to stop and to rethink our faith, our hope, and 

our relationship with the Lord. I guess you could say that we have been in a storm. 

In these scriptures we find Jesus and the disciples out on the lake when suddenly out 

of nowhere a violent storm engulfs them. With the boat nearly swamped, the waves 

crashing, the wind blowing, and the skies as dark as could be, this was indeed a mem-

orable event since Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all made sure to record it in their 

gospels. But why were these experienced fishermen so afraid? Was it the intensity and 

violence of the storm or its sudden unexpected arrival? Regardless, it was unlike any-

thing they had ever gone through before. 

        

(Cont. on page 2) 

 



Sometimes life is just like that even when we are following Jesus and living for Him. 

You see, it was Jesus’ idea to set out on the lake in the first place. And He said to 

them, "Let us cross over to the other side of the lake." Why does Jesus put 

His entire mission in such danger? If the disciples were to drown where would that 

leave Jesus? 

Just as we have journeyed  through this pandemic storm and now as we enter into 

the summer months we will be faced with other challenging storms, sometimes it 

seems as if they never end. What we need to continue to remind ourselves is that 

God knows the beginning from the end, He knows the future from the past, and He 

knows your tomorrow from today and still He sends you and me into the storm. 

For His disciples it was a test of faith, and for us today it still is a test of faith. 

James 1:2-4 (NKJV)  
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its 

perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

Have you had your faith tested lately? Was it a sudden violent unexpected storm 

that tossed you from side to side nearly drowning you in its wake? 

Those storms,  they come in every season of life not just the summers but the fall, 

winter, and spring of our lives as well. Still the question remains as Jesus put it – 

“where is your faith?” 

Friends, many of us have weathered some terrible storms individually and collec-

tively and by God’s grace, we are still here – amen. It is the unseen, un-forecasted 

storms that catch you by surprise that build your faith. 

Let all who read this consider their faith and the testing that we endure. Today 
place your eyes on the Lord, and allow Him to lead you through. I hope that this 
summer we don’t forget about Jesus, but that we make Him a priority daily in our 
lives. Seek Him out while He may be found. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Don 

Coffee and A Word will continue at 10 

AM on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Join Pastor Don on the conference call or 

watch on “Facebook live”.  

 
 

Church of the Brethren 
Annual Conference and  

Covenant Brethren Church 
Conference have been  

cancelled for this year.  



Cooking with Pastor Don 

E

Best Strawberry Shortcake 

INGREDIENTS: 

Shortcakes: 

• 2 hard-boiled egg yolks, cooled 

• 1⅓ cups all-purpose flour 

• 3 tablespoons fine-ground cornmeal 

• 1 tablespoon baking powder 

• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt 

• 3 tablespoons granulated sugar 

• 6 tablespoons chilled unsalted butter, cut into pieces 

• 2/3 cup plus 2 tablespoons heavy cream 

Granulated sugar (for sprinkling) 

 

 Assembly: 

• 1½ pounds strawberries (about 1 quart), hulled, 

halved, quartered if large 

• ¼ cup granulated sugar 

• 1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest 

• Kosher salt 

• 2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice, divided 

• 1 cup heavy cream 

• 2 tablespoons powdered sugar 

½ vanilla bean, halved lengthwise 
 

RECIPE PREPARATION 

 

 

 

 

Shortcakes: 

• Pulse egg yolks, both flours, baking powder, salt, and granulated sugar 

in a food processor to combine. Add butter and pulse until only pea-size piec-

es remain. Drizzle in ⅔ cup cream, then pulse 2–3 times to barely incorpo-

rate. Transfer dough to a work surface and gently fold on top of itself several 

times just to bring it together and work in any dry spots. 

• Using a 2-oz. ice cream scoop, make 6 balls and place on a parchment-

lined baking sheet. Do not flatten. (Or measure out mounded scoops with a ¼

-cup measuring cup.) Cover and chill until cold, 20–25 minutes. 

• Preheat oven to 350°. Brush tops of shortcakes with remaining 2 Tbsp. 

cream and sprinkle with sanding sugar. Bake until golden and sides are firm 

to the touch, 28–32 minutes. Let cool. 

Do Ahead: Shortcakes can be baked 1 day ahead. Store airtight at room tem-

perature. Reheat before serving. 

Assembly 

• Toss strawberries, granulated sugar, lemon zest, and a pinch of salt in a 

medium bowl to combine. Transfer half of strawberries to a large saucepan 

and add 1 Tbsp. water; let remaining strawberries macerate while you bring 

strawberries in saucepan to a gentle simmer over medium-low. Cook, stir-

ring occasionally and reducing heat if needed to keep at a low simmer, until 

strawberries are starting to break down and become jammy and liquid is 

syrupy, 12–18 minutes. Let cool, then stir in 1 tsp. lemon juice. Stir remaining 1 

tsp. lemon juice into macerated strawberries. 

• Combine heavy cream, powdered sugar, and a pinch of salt in a medium 

bowl. Scrape in seeds from vanilla bean; reserve pod for another use. Beat 

cream until soft peaks form. 

Split shortcakes and divide strawberry compote, macerated strawberries, 

and whipped cream among bottoms. Close with shortcake tops. 

We will be having an all church workday on Saturday,  

June 6, 8 AM– 1 PM. There will be jobs to do inside and outside 

the church.  Please bring your work gloves and your favorite 

tools to work with. Everyone is invited to help spruce up  

our church! 



Ryan Thomas Bowser is the son of Ryan and Melissa Bowser and 
grandson of Ron and Kim Bowser and Tom and Debby Elliott.   

RT will be graduating from Armstrong High School on July 17,2020 
with distinguished honors. RT was a member of the varsity hockey 
and baseball team lettering in both. RT was the Vice President of  
SADD, Treasurer of the Key Club, and member of the National Hon-
or Society.  

RT will be attending Geneva College in the fall majoring in Civil Engi-
neering and playing baseball. 

Owen Valasek, Son of Laurie and Kelvin Rupp 
Graduating from Armstrong High School 
 
Owen is a member of National Honor Society, and is on the Distinguished Honor Roll. 
He was a 4 year Varsity letter winner on the Cross Country team and 4 year qualifier for 
the WPIAL cross country finals.  He served as captain of the team in his Junior  
season and co-captain in his Senior season. 
 
Although he was a new comer to the sport of swimming his Sophomore year in high 
school, he was a 3 year Varsity letter winner and a qualifier for the WPIAL finals as a 
relay participant his Junior season and both as a relay participant and an individual  
qualifier in the 50 yard freestyle his Senior season.  He has been recruited to swim in 
college. 
 

He was a member of the track team since 9th grade, and although his Senior season was cancelled due to 
the pandemic, he was a WPIAL finals qualifier in the 4x800m relay in his Junior season and a 2 year Varsity 
letter winner. 
Owen also found time to participate in SADD club, Key Club, and was the treasurer of the Robotics club.  At 

Center Hill, he is a member of the youth group. When not participating in sports or school events, you can 
find Owen working at the Richard G. Snyder YMCA, or the Belmont Complex as a lifeguard. 
Owen enjoys spending time with his girlfriend, friends, and family and video gaming. 
He has been accepted to Penn State University Behrend in Erie, PA where he will study Business  
Economics and be a member of the men's swim team. 
 

 
Sonjia Slee  
Activities: Band, Taiko, Outreach Club 
Future Plans: Attend BC3 for Nursing and love life to the fullest. 
Favorite Bible Verse: John 3:16 “ For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting 
life.” I chose this verse because it speaks to me when we do not perish but live a 
eternal life with God in Heaven. 
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Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 

We are so sad to announce that our Annual 
Strawberry Fest has been cancelled for this year.  

Historical Tidbits: 

 Center Hill Church won a Bible 

reading contest in the Western PA 

District in 1938. 

 The windows were replaced with 

stained glass and frames in 1953. 

 Evelyn Gauntz, wife of Pastor  

      William Gauntz was killed in an auto-mobile accident in        

      1968. Pastor Gauntz survived but was seriously injured.  

 The original parsonage was bought in 1938 from the  

      Francis Bowser Estate.  
 
 


