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Dear Brothers and Sister, 

Well here we are officially on our way toward winter. Did I say winter ?  

(I know but let summer continue). As I was thinking about what to share with you for this letter, I 

thought of 4th of July, patriotism, summer vacations and also an unofficial holiday...Christmas in July. 

Christmas in July  imitates the festivities of the actual Christmas season  and signifies our yearning for 

the coolness of winter amid the scorching summer months. So as we sing “Joy to the World” let me share 

some thoughts with you! 

 

Luke 2:9 & 10 “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be to all people.’” 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

On that first Christmas, an angel proclaimed, “I have good news of great joy for everyone!” Mary and 

Joseph certainly experienced joy that night. What new parents do not, holding their first child in their 

arms. But Mary and Joseph experienced great joy, knowing that this baby that they held was indeed the 

Son of God. They knew that baby Jesus was conceived miraculously by the Holy Spirit. They knew of  

angelic visits. To Mary, the birth of Jesus was more than the birth of a son. It was the birth of her Savior. 

The coming of the Messiah brought her great joy. She proclaims “Oh, how I praise the Lord, How I  

REJOICE in God My Savior.” 

Throughout Jesus’ life, Mary experienced the joys of motherhood. Like any mother, she watched her 

child learn to walk and talk. But later, Mary would see her son walking along the Sea of Galilee, as He 

taught about the Kingdom of Heaven. Wouldn’t it have been great hearing Jesus teach and seeing his 

miracles? But what joy if the one teaching and performing the miracles was your very own son! I believe 

that memories of that first Christmas night remained with Mary 33 years later as Mary watched Jesus 

die on the cross. I believe Mary experienced the joy of that first Christmas when Jesus arose from the 

dead three days later. How Mary must have rejoiced when she saw her resurrected son, her Risen  

Savior. Mary knew that she too needed a Savior. 

The shepherds also experienced great joy on that first Christmas night. Imagine tending sheep 
out in the middle of the dark desert. It was a lonely job. It was usually an uneventful job. Except for an 

occasional bear or lion trying to steal from the flock, nothing eventful ever happened. Just think how you 
would feel if you were tending sheep in the dark loneliness and suddenly an angel announced, “I have 

good news of great joy!” The angel brought the shepherds news of the long-awaited Messiah. Those 
lowly shepherds were the first to hear the news of his birth. What exciting news! And then, the Scrip-
tures tells us that the angel was joined by a VAST host of angels! The New Living Version states “Armies 

of Heaven” appeared, singing and praising God.  



The news of Jesus’ birth brought great joy in heaven and on earth. Heaven itself rejoiced at the news 

of the Savior of all mankind. Imagine being there with the shepherds -hearing this angelic choir 

praising God. How awesome it must have been! The shepherds wasted no time. “Let’s get going—let’s 

go see this wonderful thing!” They leave the fields and took off for Bethlehem. I believe they were al-

most running-turning to each other as they ran, trying to talk to one another about the great and 

wondrous news they had received. And when they saw Jesus, they must been filled with unspeakable 

Joy—GREAT JOY. They knew the baby lying in the manger was the Messiah, their Savior. Their life 

was never the same. They returned to the fields, to their flock- their livelihood. But we are told they 

returned GLORIFYING, and  

PRAISING GOD because they had been in the presence of “The Savior”. I am sure that for the rest of 

their life, while they were in those fields watching their sheep by night, great joy filled their hearts 

once more as they thought of that holy night and the baby in the manger. 

Max Lucado (www.maxlucado.com/read/where.do.I.go/index3.html_ writes of a man named Robert 

Reed: “I have everything I need for joy!” Robert Reed said. “His hands are twisted, and his feet are 

useless. He cannot bathe himself. He cannot feed himself. He cannot brush his teeth or comb his hair 

or put on his clothing. Strips of Velcro hold his shirts together. Robert has cerebral palsy. The disease 

keeps him from doing many things… But Robert’s disease did not prevent him from becoming a mis-

sionary in  

Portugal. He moved to Lisbon, alone, in 1972. There he rented a hotel room and began studying Por-

tuguese…He stationed himself daily in a park, where he distributed brochures about Christ.” Robert 

Reed found joy in the Lord “I have everything I need for joy.” he said. Max writes, “His shirts are held 

together by Velcro, but his life is held together by JOY.” Simeon found that same joy. “I am ready to 

die in peace for I have seen the Savior.” 

The angel proclaimed, “I have Good news.” What was the good news? The good news was the mes-

sage of the gospel: “I am a sinner. I need a Savior. Jesus is that Savior. The angel proclaimed, “I have 

good news of Great Joy.” The great joy comes in the fact that even in this imperfect often ugly world, 

we can have hope, peace, & contentment. We have eternal hope because of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Don 

On Sunday, July 19,2020 we will hold our 
Christmas in July special offering to  

benefit the Deacon Fund.  
 

The Deacon Fund provides financial help to 
people in need within our community. You 
may want to dress in  your Christmas col-

ors for the church service.  

 



Cooking with Pastor Don 

E

 Sweet BBQ Chicken Kabobs 

Ingredients:  

1 lb. boneless skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1-1/2-inch pieces 

2 cups fresh pineapple chunks (1-1/2 inch) 

1 each green and red pepper, onion, and any other vegetable you like to 

barbeque cut into 1-1/2-inch pieces. 

1/2 cup  of your favorite Barbecue Sauce 

3 Tbsp. frozen orange juice concentrate, thawed 

Let's Make It: 

1. Heat grill to medium-high heat. 

2. Thread chicken alternately with pineapple and peppers onto  

     8 long wooden skewers, using 2 skewers placed side-by-side for each kabob. 

3. Mix barbecue sauce and juice concentrate; brush half evenly onto kabobs. 

4. Grill 8 to 10 min. or until chicken is done, turning, and brushing occasionally with remaining sauce. 

1.Which Chinese Zodiac symbol is associated with the          

month of July? 

       a. Goat 

       b. Tiger 

       c. Rat 

       d. Ox  

2.What is the birthstone for July? 

       a. Opal 

       b. Ruby 

       c. Sapphire 

       d. Emerald  

3.What is the flower for the month of July? 

       a. Morning Glory 

       b. Gardenia 

       c. Larkspur 

       d. Hollyhock  

4.Which Zodiac symbol is associated with the month of 

July? 

       a. Capricorn 

       b. Cancer 

       c. Aries 

       d. Libra  

5.Which of these nations celebrates its birthday in July? 

       a. Austria 

       b. India 

       c. Canada 

       d. Fiji  

6.Which famous theme park opened on the seventeenth 

of July? 

       a. Disneyland 

       b. Dollyworld 

       c. MGM 

       d. Marineland  

7.Which American President was shot on the second of 

July? 

       a. Kennedy 

       b. Lincoln 

       c. Garfield 

       d. Bush  

 8.Which famous aviator is recognized on the twenty-

fourth of July? 

       a. Amelia Earhart 

       b. Neil Armstrong 

       c. Charles Lindbergh 

       d. Buzz Aldrin        

July Trivia 



 
 

 Sincerest thank you from Pastor Don and the Red Cross to all those who 
donated blood and gave of their time to help with the blood drive.   

 

 We would like to thank our church family for your love and kindness dur-
ing this difficult time. We were so blessed by the prayers, visits, calls, cards, 
delicious food, and memorial donations. A special thank you to Pastor Don                 

       and Ann for the time you spent with us and for the very meaningful funeral  
        service.       Love, The Family of Lucas Sturgeon 

SHOES FOR THE WORLD: 

Help us to  “shoe the world” and  partner with  Hogar Enmanuel  
Children’s Home in Honduras. Bring in your slightly worn shoes, your 
unwanted shoes wrap a rubber band around them and place them in 
the box downstairs. Everything from tennis shoes to boots, they will 
use them all. The Children’s Home will receive $.40 per lb. 

District Conference and News: 

District Conference on October 17, 2020 
will go on as planned. Information and up-
dates will be forthcoming. Registration 
forms will be posted on the District web-
site and available sometime next month. 
The Annual District Auction scheduled for 
November 7 has been cancelled.  

July Trivia Answers: 

1. Goat  5. Canada 

2. Ruby  6. Disneyland 

3. Larkspur  7. Amelia Earhart 

4. Cancer  8. Garfield 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP:   

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2020   

Gates will open at 4:30 PM.  

247 Hoover Road, Templeton, PA 

16259 

Admission is FREE and will include: food, 

fun games and activities for kids, a tour of 

the campground, roasted marshmallows 

and S’mores at the campfire.  

6-7 PM: Worship Time with worship being 

led by the worship team from Generations 

House of Worship ,Natrona Heights, PA 

In case of rain the event will still be held un-

der the pavilion. 

https://www.hogarenmanuel.com/
https://www.hogarenmanuel.com/




Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

2039 Freeport Road 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-7226 

 

Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com 

Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 

Historical Tidbits: 

• The Glade Run Church (which is our present church) 

divided in 1881 and there were 80 members after the 

split.  

• Early baptisms were held in Glade Run Creek, steel 

tank in the basement of the parsonage and later 

moved to the basement of the church, Grace Brethren 

Church in West Kittanning and the swimming pool of 

Mr. & Mrs. Merle Toy Jr. 

• The first organ, a Wurlitzer, was   

 purchased in  1948. 

• The first electric light  were put 

 into the church in 1936. They 

 replaced the gas lights.  
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LIFE  ROCKS  FESTIVAL: 

August 1, 2020  11AM-4PM 

Indiana Church of the Brethren 

905 McKnight Road, Indiana, PA  15701 

Join us for a variety of live music from 

local bands, food vendors, gift vendors.  

All proceeds benefit the LifeWay  

Pregnancy Center of Indiana , PA. 


