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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Living this year for all it’s worth means walking with the Lord every day. Let’s face it, 2021 needs to 

be better than 2020.  

Psalm 119:1-6 (NKJV)  

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD!  

Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart!  

They also do no iniquity; They walk in His ways.  

You have commanded us To keep Your precepts diligently.  

Oh, that my ways were directed To keep Your statutes!  

Then I would not be ashamed, When I look into all Your commandments.  

Do you know anyone like that? I only know one, Jesus Christ. This year as we launch our reading 

through the Bible program, (you can pick up the booklet in back of the sanctuary) start looking for 

Jesus from cover to cover within the Bible and expect God to change your life through His Word. 

When I was growing up, making New Year’s resolutions was a given for just about everyone I 

knew. It was a time of beginning again, a time for setting our sights, a time for new hope for a new 

year. I remember eating hog jowls and black eyed peas as a symbol of looking for a prosperous year 

ahead. Today, I’m not sure just how healthy that meal was, but I am sure that setting a plan in place 

is very much a godly thing. God plans and purposes eternal matters and he made us in his image. 

We are creatures with the ability to look into the future and imagine and envision. We must use this 

gift to the glory of God. 

In the late 1980’s Steven Covey wrote a bestselling book entitled, “Seven Habits of Highly Effective 

People.” It is the result of hundreds of hours of study and observation and interestingly enough, but 

not surprisingly, his discoveries of truth about life sound a lot like what you read in scripture.  

Covey says that before we can become mature, we must accept that we have the power to choose 

and that we are ultimately responsible for our choices. He uses the word “proactive” a lot.  

Does that sound a bit like Genesis 2-3 where God allowed Adam and Eve to face the liar and decide 

whose words they would trust? They were given a choice, but did not choose wisely. Think of the 

consequences of the power to choose! Next, Covey says, “We need to begin with the end in mind.” 

The point here is that unless Jesus returns in our lifetime, we are all going to die. As the scripture in 

Psalms 90:12 says, “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” And as  

Hebrews 9:27 reminds us, “It is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment.” And 

as Paul wrote to the Corinthians in 2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may be recompensed for the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the fear of the Lord, we persuade men…”  



As an application for beginning with the end in mind, Covey makes a wise suggestion: “Write your 

own funeral service.” In other words write down what you would like to have said about your life 

at your funeral. This helps you to get in touch with what is most important to you. It also helps you 

realize that whatever you live for now ends up being what you eventually died for. 

Are you living for what you honestly believe is worth dying for? God gives us the time and oppor-

tunity to do just that! He gives us the instruction in his word that shows us how to live for what is 

truly worth dying for and he gives us strength through his Holy Spirit and the fellowship of other 

brothers and sisters in Christ to experience just such a life! 

By the way, it’s not as complex as you think. As a Christian I know that living for what is worth dy-

ing for is as simple as walking with the Lord every day. Walking with God in Jesus Christ is worth 

dying for! Every day that I do this, I live a day that is worth dying for. What could be greater than 

serving Jesus? If you serve a brother or sister in his name, you serve the Lord himself! What could be 

greater than helping someone else get to heaven? If you confess your faith in Jesus Christ and walk 

with him, you will do just that! What could be more amazing than to speak to and hear from the cre-

ator of the universe himself? If you read the scriptures and pray, you are doing just that! 

Loving God and loving one another, walking in Christ according to his word, this is the greatest 

life that you can live, period, bar none, end of story. 

Here we are on the last days of the year. 2020 and the beginning of 2021 is about to be filed away in 

the archives of time and history. On the horizon. What will we do with the coming year? God has 

given us 31,536,000 seconds to spend this year. How will we spend them? Would you die for what 

you lived for? This year ahead, some of us may not live to see end. If the Lord returns, none of us 

will. 

Right now, today, there may be someone here who is not ready to meet the Lord. Maybe you are a 

Christian, but need to rededicate your life to Jesus Christ and resolve to walk with the Lord accord-

ing to his word. You’ve been trying to walk it your way and you’ve tasted the fruit of sin and found 

out that it bites back, hard. Do you hear me? Are you listening to God?  

Let’s make up our minds and point our hearts to the one that has the power to change us, and em-

power us to live for something that we are willing to die for. JESUS CHRIST. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Don 



2021 Bible Reading Guides are 

available in the  vestibules. 

Pick one up  and start  

renewing your mind! 

Men’s Fellowship will  

be meeting Tuesday, 

January 26 @ 7PM 

New Year’s Recipe: Cranberry-Sauced Meatballs Appetizer 

Prep: 30 mins  

Bake: 15 mins to 18 mins at 350° 

Cook: 2 hrs to 3 hrs (low) or 1 to 1 1/2 hours (high) 

Yield: 60 meatballs 

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

Step 1: Preheat oven to 350°F. Form meatballs, in a 

very large bowl, beat egg with a fork. Stir in bread 

crumbs, dried cranberries or raisins, onion, salt, and 

cloves or allspice. Add ground chicken or turkey; mix 

well. Shape into 60 meatballs. 

Step 2: Lightly coat a 15x10x1-inch baking pan with 

nonstick cooking spray. Place meatballs in pan. 

Step 3: Bake for 15 to 18 minutes or until done  

Step 4: Meanwhile, in a 3-1/2- to 4-quart slow cooker, 

stir together cranberry sauce and barbecue sauce. Add 
cooked meatballs, stirring gently to coat. Cover and 

cook on low-heat setting for 2 to 3 hours or on high-
heat setting for 1 to 1-1/2 hours. (Meatballs may be 

kept warm on low-heat setting for up to 1 hour more.) 

Serve with toothpicks. Makes 60 meatballs. 

1 egg 

½ cup seasoned fine dry bread crumbs 

½ cup dried cranberries, snipped, or 

golden raisins, snipped  

¼ cup finely chopped onion 

1 teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon ground cloves or allspice 

2 pounds uncooked ground chicken or 

turkey 

Nonstick cooking spray 

1-16 ounce can jellied cranberry sauce 

1 cup bottled barbecue sauce 

Cooking with Pastor Don 

 

 

 

 

E-Mail Addresses:  In order to improve 
communication to the congregation, Pastor 
Don is asking everyone who has an email 
address and wants to receive emails from 
the church please send us an email at  
centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com so it can be 
added to our email list.  

mailto:centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com




Household Cleaning Product Collection:  

Beginning January 6, we will partner with the Worthington Minesterium by collecting liquid 
household cleaning products thru the end of January. These products will be distributed to 
families through the Worthington food bank. You may place your items in the box located in 
the main vestibule. Thank you! 

 

Cards for any Occasion: 

There’s a beautiful assortment of boxed cards for every occasion for sale in 
the side vestibule . They are $7 a box and the money raised helps the children 
that live at the orphanage in Honduras. Please take some time to check them 
out. You can place your money in the envelopes provided. Thank you! 

 

Camp Harmony: 

As we turn the corner into 2021, we know God will continue to provide. We want to continue our mis-
sion and provide affordable camping experiences for our camp families. We are aware that COVID-
19 will continue to affect our retreats for the winter season, which unfortunately hurts our financial 
situation. Would you consider partnering with us for the year? To help us reach our goal, you can 
make a one-time donation or a monthly pledge. 

Ways to give: Online @ www.campharmony.org (click donate) 

Text to donate: text 44321 and a link will be provided. Or 

Mail a check to Camp Harmony,1414 Plank Road , PO Box 158, 

Hooversville, PA 15936 ~~~Thank you! Camp Harmony 

 

 

 

 

Do you have something you 

would  like to share in our 

newsletter? An article, photo, 

a poem, or announcement, 

please submit it to the church 

office by email or drop it by 

the  church.  Thank you! 

http://www.campharmony.org


Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

2039 Freeport Road 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-7226 

Email: centerhillchurchpa@gmail.com 

Web: centerhillchurchpa.org 
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Women’s Fellowship will 

meet Tuesday, January 12 at 

7 PM. All ladies are invited 

and welcome to attend! 

On Monday, January 25, 2021 a Red 
Cross blood drive will take place at 
the Fellowship Hall from 1-6:30 PM.   

 
Register to give at www.rcblood.org/

appt. or call 1-800-733-2767. 

 


