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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the Book of Titus, one where we really equate with the Christmas message we find this account. 

Titus 3:4-7 (NKJV)  

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 

regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the 

hope of eternal life. 

In order to fully appreciate how the message of Christmas and the power of the gospel can rewrite 

the story of your life, we need to fully understand three things. These three realities will help us bet-

ter appreciate the meaning of the Christmas message. 

First of all... 

We need to fully understand the mess we're in. I have heard more people than I can count who 

have said, "I don't need God. I don't need church. I don't need Christianity. My life is fine the way it 

is." I have heard more people than I can count who have said, "I don't need to be forgiven. I haven't 

done anything wrong." 

And yet you look at the story of their life, and it's filled with confusion, and hurt, and rage, and dis-

appointment, and failed relationships ... and everything about it spells out tragedy-in-the-making. 

And yet they insist: I'm fine the way I am. 

This is not just true on a personal level. We see it in the news every day, don't we? Things aren't as 

they should be. And too many people have come to accept the anger and the hostility and the abuse 

and the hate as the way it ought to be. We're broken as a society because we're broken as individu-

als. The first way out of our brokenness is to fully understand that this isn't OK. This is not the way 

we want our lives to be; this is not the story I want my life to tell. 

In our text today Paul talks about understanding where we were and understanding the mess we 

were in. For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and 

pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. (Titus 3:3) There are some 

who will read this and would say, "This describes my life." It certainly describes my life without 

God — especially the foolish part. And this is true of us all. Please understand that I'm not just say-

ing that a few sad unfortunate souls are headed for a heartache. I'm saying that without Jesus 

Christ, we all are headed for heartache. That's because... All have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God. (Romans 3:23) 



We need to fully understand that there is one way — and only one way — out of the mess. Now, 

you're in a church and I'm up here waving a Bible, so you can no doubt guess what that one way 

out of the mess is.   It's Jesus Christ. 

Listen to what Paul said... Titus 3:4-5 (NKJV)  
4  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of  

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing 

of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

Mercy rewrote our lives. . . His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and re-

newing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

(Titus 3:5-6) 

If you have ever tried to get your act together — to fix all your faults and overcome all your weak-

nesses  you know that it can't be done. We paddle and paddle with all our might and we end up 

further from the shore than ever before. If you know anything at all about history, you know that 

messed up lives are not a 21st century phenomenon. It's been going on since Day One. God under-

stands this about us, and so he sent his Son Jesus into this world — that's what Christmas is — not 

only to live among us as a great leader and teacher, showing us what life in God can be like, but 

ultimately to pave the way and pay the price for our salvation. 

This is why the Apostle Peter said, in the book of Acts... "Salvation is found in no one else, for 

there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) 

When Jesus died on the cross, all the ugliness that Paul mentioned before — the malice, the envy, 

and the hate were laid upon his shoulders. Every sin that anyone has ever committed was placed 

upon him. With his death, he paid the price for our sin. And then, by his resurrection he proved 

once and for all that he has power over sin. Sin may have the power to destroy people's lives, but it 

doesn't have to destroy yours, because his power is available to you... vs 5 through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. Our lives were not headed in a good direction. And then 

came Christmas, then came Jesus, and God's mercy rewrote our lives. 

You must fully understand that God wants to change everything about your story. He doesn't 

just want to change the ending that when you die you go to heaven instead of hell. He wants to 

change everything: the plot, the twists, your character's motivations, the supporting cast, and, of 

course, the final outcome. An outcome where the hero of the story — that's you — overcomes eve-

ry obstacle, defeats the enemy, wins the day, and lives happily ever after. This happily-ever-after 

ending isn't the result of our own awesomeness. It's the power of God's Spirit working through us, 

by the gift of his grace. Vs 7 ...so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

having the hope of eternal life. Paul goes on to say... vs 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want 

you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote them-

selves to doing what is good. And listen to the final phrase... 8 these things are excellent and profit-

able for everyone. 



2021 Bible Reading Guides 

are available in the  vesti-

bules. Pick one up  and start  

renewing your mind! 

Holiday Ornament Exchange Party : 

 

With regret, we are unable to have our 
annual party this year due to covid 
concerns. 

Men’s Fellowship will not be meeting 

again until the new year. The meeting 

will be Tuesday, January 26 @ 7PM 

God wants to change everything about your story. Instead of the narrative of your life being based 

on a person who lives only for themselves, and thinks only of themselves, sinking ever deeper into 

the mire ... your story can be epic. Your story can be about someone whose life is ever moving in the 

right direction, a life filled with hope, a life focused on doing what is good — things that are excel-

lent and profitable for everyone. 

The most exciting part of the writing this newsletter — for me — is the re-writing phase. That's be-

cause you never know exactly where the story will go, but you can be sure of this: the story will im-

prove. During the rewriting phase, the characters get stronger, the dialogue gets snappier, the plot 

gets thicker, and the ending gets better. There are some here today who are in need of a rewrite. You 

fully understand that the story of your life isn't working as it is ... and you desperately need a 

change. 

Here's what I want you to understand. Whether this is the first time you may have heard this, or 

whether you heard for most of your life, God's grace is available to you. If you have tried and failed 

in the past, His grace is available to you. No situation is beyond God's redemption. No soul is be-

yond salvation. Jesus Christ died on the cross so that you might be forgiven, and he rose from the 

dead so that you, too, can experience his resurrection power. Your life doesn't have to be what you 

sometimes fear it will become.  

Why? Because of Christmas. Jesus came into a world full of darkness, to fill it with his marvelous 

light. Christmas rewrote history so that God's mercy could rewrite your life.       AMEN. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Don 

Christmas Banquet:  

Due to the rise in Covid cases, we regret to have to  cancel  
our Christmas Banquet this year.  





 

The Witness Commission would like to thank all those who generously donated to 
our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project. We received $858.00 in dona-
tions and we were able to purchase enough items for 47 shoeboxes and also cov-
er the cost of shipping for the boxes. The children who attended Pioneer Club  
lovingly packed the shoeboxes and prayed for the child who would be receiving 
the box. Your kindness and generosity was greatly appreciated. Thank you again!! 

Crystallized Gingerbread Chocolate Chip Cookies 

Ingredients: 

• 1-1/2 cups unsalted butter, softened 

• 1 cup packed brown sugar 

• 1/2 cup sugar 

• 2 large eggs, room temperature 

• 1/2 cup molasses 

• 3 teaspoons vanilla extract 

• 4 cups all-purpose flour 

• 4 teaspoons baking soda 

• 2 teaspoons ground ginger 

• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

• 3/4 teaspoon salt 

• 1/2 teaspoon pepper 

• 1 package (10 ounces) miniature semisweet chocolate chips 

• 1/3 cup finely chopped crystallized ginger 
• Additional sugar 
 

In a large bowl, cream butter and sugars until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs, molasses 
and vanilla. In another bowl, whisk flour, baking soda, ground ginger, cinnamon, salt and 
pepper; gradually beat into creamed mixture. Stir in chocolate chips and crystallized gin-
ger. Refrigerate, covered, until firm enough to shape, at least 2 hours. 

Preheat oven to 350°. Shape level tablespoons of dough into balls; roll in additional sug-
ar. Place 2 in. apart on parchment-lined baking sheets. Bake until set and edges begin to 
brown, 8-10 minutes. Cool on pans 2 minutes. Remove to wire racks to cool. Store in air-
tight containers. 
Tips 

When adding the crystallized sugar and chocolate chips, you will have to use some muscles 
to make sure that they are evenly incorporated. These cookies will spread some, but not 
too much. You can easily fit 12 cookies on each baking sheet. 

Store these cookies in an airtight container. Cover them with a piece of wax paper and 
then place a slice of bread on top of the wax paper. The bread will help to keep the 
cookies moist.    Enjoy! 

Cooking with Pastor 

https://amzn.to/2LlenxW
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Women’s Fellowship will 

meet Tuesday, December 8 at 

7 PM. All ladies are invited 

and welcome to attend! 

Center Hill  Anniversary Apparel: 

Don’t forget to order your T-Shirts, 
sweatshirts, hats, etc. for our 200th 
Anniversary. Order forms and samples 
of each item are on the picture table in 
the sanctuary. You can order these 

items through the end of 2020. 

On Monday, January 25, 2021 a Red 
Cross blood drive will take place at 
the Fellowship Hall from 1-6:30 PM.  

Volunteers are needed to help.  
 

Register to give atwww.rcblood.org/

Church Board Carry-In  

Meal & Meeting 

6 PM  Mon., January 4,2021  


