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Dear Brothers and Sister, 

My letter to you this month  will be more of a teaching and my biblical 

references are taken from Ephesians 3:14-21: Daniel 4:35;  

Jeremiah 18:7-8. 

There is really no need to dwell upon the feelings of fear, anger, 

division, and uncertainty that have enveloped our nation during the 

last few months. What we must not forget is that we're not powerless. 

Our voices are heard in heaven! And the pessimism about the impact of 

this pandemic is almost as bad as the pandemic itself. We can and need 

to lift our voices in prayer; to ask God to intervene and give us guid-

ance for ways we can respond to these feelings with the love of Christ. 

In Ephesians 3:14-21 the apostle Paul is praying for the Christians in Ephesus, and he is also 

praying for us, for all those down through the ages who come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

He prays, Ephesians 3:14-17 (NKJV)  

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to 

the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner 

man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love, 

18-19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love 

of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to 

the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NKJV)  

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Je-

sus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Sometimes our prayers seem to be more urgent when we’re in the midst of difficulties, strug-

gling to understand and overcome the problems that weigh heavily upon us. If that is true, then we 

should be a praying people, earnestly beseeching God for His help in times like this. 

 

Someone said, “I don’t feel like praying.” His friend answered, “Well, why don’t you talk to 

God about it?” Prayer is simply talking to God. If you’re struggling with your prayer life, I want to  

assure you that God is still a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God.  

 

You don't have to pray in any specific way, using holy words or repeating any religious 
phrases. You don't have to pray in any specific place. Any place you spend time with the Lord is holy 
ground. 



 

You don't need to pray a long prayer – the Lord’s Prayer is 

rather short. You don't have to pray a flowery prayer – just speak 

from the heart. The important thing is that you take time to pray. 

And we're certainly living in a time for prayer! 

The reason we pray is not because we believe in the power of 

prayer. We pray because we believe in the power of God. We believe 

that He is the all-powerful God of the Bible, who has not put His 

power on hold. 

Psalm 115:3 (NKJV) declares 
3  But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.  

Even King Nebuchadnezzar knew that the God of Israel had that kind of power, for he de-

clared, Daniel 4:35 (NKJV)  
35  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His 

will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can re-

strain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?"  

Instead, the Bible teaches that prayer can make a difference in what God does, and that 

prayer can also have an effect on our circumstances. 

I. PRAYER CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN WHAT GOD DOES 

Do you respond when your kids make requests of you? Of course you do. So does God. He 

is the perfect parent as well as the powerful creator. And the Bible teaches that prayer can make a 

difference in what God does. 

For instance, remember when God brought His people out of Egypt by those great mira-

cles? Then after seeing the sea open up before them, they traveled on to Mt. Sinai. While Moses 

was up on the mountain having a long talk with God, receiving the 10 commandments, the people 

got impatient. They took off their jewelry, melted it down, poured the liquid gold into a mold 

shaped like a calf - and guess what they got? A golden calf! They worshiped that calf, sang hymns 

to it, brought offerings, and declared that the calf was the god who had brought them out of 

Egypt. 

God was not pleased! He said to Moses, Exodus 32:9-10 (NKJV)                                                                

And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-

necked people!  

Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may 

consume them. And I will make of you a great nation." 

Even though God told Moses to leave Him alone, Moses immediately began to beg God not 

to destroy His people.  

Deuteronomy 9:18-19 (NKJV)  

And I fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights; I nei-

ther ate bread nor drank water, because of all your sin which you committed in 

doing wickedly in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. For I was afraid 

of the anger and hot displeasure with which the LORD was angry with you, to de-

stroy you. But the LORD listened to me at that time also. 
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So what happened? Exodus 32:14 (NKJV) tells us; 
14  So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.  

You see, prayer does have power to affect circumstances. 

II. PRAYER CAN HAVE AN EFFECT ON OUR CIRCUMSTANCES 

Not only can prayer affect God’s actions, prayer can also have an effect on our circumstanc-

es because we're talking to the One who has all power - yesterday, today, and forever. In Genesis 

18:14 (NKJV) we read: 14  Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time 

I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son." 

When God was going to fill a valley full of water without any rain or wind, the prophet  

Elisha was told, "This is an easy thing in the eyes of the Lord." (2 Kgs 3:18) An 

angel who came directly from heaven to Mary brought this message: "Nothing is impossible 

with God" (Luke 1:37). Jesus, who knows God the Father better than anyone, said, "With 

God all things are possible." (Matthew 19:26) 

You see, prayer does have power to affect circumstances. 

III. WHAT ABOUT TODAY? 

Does God really continue to hear our prayers and intervene in our lives? I'm convinced that 

He does. Many of our missionaries have observed God's intervention firsthand. 

A man by the name of Ron Morse witnessed an example of God's intervention in Thailand. 

He was working with some villagers in northern Thailand, and that area was having the worst 

grasshopper plague that anyone could remember. 

Finally, the leader of the village said to Ron, "You go back home and gather your Christians 

and pray for 3 weeks that the grasshoppers will leave the Christians' fields. If, when you return in 

3 weeks, the grasshoppers have left the Christians' fields, but are still in the non-Christians' fields, 

I will help you lead this whole village to worship your Jesus." What a challenge! 

With earnestness and sincerity, the Christians prayed. Three weeks later Ron came back to 
that village and was devastated by what he saw. It was obvious that the grasshoppers were still in 
the Christians' fields. In fact, there seemed to be more grasshoppers in those fields. But upon 
careful examination, they found that the grasshoppers in the Christians' fields were only eating 
the weeds - they were not touching the rice - while the grasshoppers in the non-Christians' fields 
were eating the rice and not the weeds. 
Psalms 103:11 says, "As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love 

for those who fear Him." 
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With that great love He also declares, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways...As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8-9). 

I believe we can trust in a God who is that big and has that much love for us. 

When the answer does not come exactly the way we want or expect, our faith should hold hands 

with the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, those 3 men thrown into the furnace of fire, who 

declared, "If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 

from it, and He will rescue us from your hand... But even if He does not, we want you to 

know...that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set 

up." (Daniel 3:17-18) 

Our trust in the power of God continues not because we always get our way, but because we be-

lieve in the way of God! To pray is to tap into God's power. Non-Christians do not believe that God still 

has power today. If Christians don't believe it, who will? 

Isn't it time for us to catch up with our forefathers and believe in, teach 

about, and pray to the God we read about in Ephesians 3:20 at the begin-

ning of this message where it says, "Now to Him who is able to do . . . 

ALL we ask or imagine"? 

That's the power of prayer. It is the power of God! It is tapping into 

Him who “is able to do immeasurably more than all we can possibly ask or 

imagine.” What a God and what a privilege to be able to talk to Him, and 

know that He listens to us and answers our prayers! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Don 

BLOOMIN’ ONION BREAD  

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 unsliced loaf sourdough bread 

• 12-16 ounces Monterey Jack cheese, thinly sliced 

• 1/2 cup butter, melted 

• 1/2 cup finely diced green onion 

•  2 teaspoons poppy seeds 
 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. Cut the bread lengthwise and widthwise without cutting through the bottom crust. This can be a little 

tricky going the second way but the bread is very forgiving. 

3. Place on a foil-lined baking sheet. Insert cheese slices between cuts. Combine butter, onion, and poppy 

seeds. Drizzle over bread. Wrap in foil; place on a baking sheet. Bake at 350 degrees for 15 minutes. 

4.Unwrap the bread and bake 10 more minutes, or until cheese is melted. 
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District Conference and News: 

District Conference scheduled for 
October 17, 2020 will go on as 

planned. Information and updates 
will be forthcoming. Registration 

forms will be posted on the District 
website and available sometime next 
month. The Annual District Auction 
scheduled for November 7 has been 

cancelled.  

On Wednesday, August 12, a  Red Cross blood 
drive will take place at the Fellowship Hall from      

1-6:30 PM.   
Every precaution will be taken to ensure your safe-

ty as you give. If you would like to volunteer to 
help please  sign up in the vestibule. Register to  

give blood at www.rcblood.org/appt. or call  
1-800-733-2767. 

 


