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                                                     Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

   Well we find ourselves moving into the month of April. They say April showers 

             bring May flowers. But to us the month of April has a greater meaning, it is  

          the time we look to the cross, and even more important …..  

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR .  

In seminary we had to study some secular philosophy, and one of the men we studied was a man by  the 

name of Nietzsche. Before we get to him, I want you to read this verse. John 15:13 “Greater love has no 

one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.” Keep that in your mind. 

Back in the 1880's Nietzsche declared that "God is dead," and before the turn of the 20th Century, Shaw 

and Wells chimed in saying the 20th Century would mark the end of the world's "religious phase." 

Yet, today a church now meets in Russia's Museum of Religion and former center of atheism. Nearly 

half of the United States' population attend worship on a regular basis while revival is sweeping through 

Latin America and Christianity grows behind China's iron curtain. Nietzsche, Shaw, and Wells have long 

since decayed in their graves, and God continues to live! That's the message of Easter. He is risen. He is ris-

en, indeed! 

Why do we believe?  

Recently an African Muslim converted to Christ was asked why he had become a Christian, he an-

swered. "Well, it's like this. Suppose you were going down a road when suddenly it forked in two di-

rections, you didn't know which way to take. There at the fork in the road, you could see two  

persons, one dead and one alive. Of which one would you inquire the way?" This is the supreme differ-

ence between Islam and the gospel. The Muslim regards both Muhammad and Christ as prophets of God. 

But whereas Muhammad lived and died and passed from the scene of history, Jesus lived, died, and arose!  

This side of history, we understand that Jesus' death was necessary. Without His death, there could 

be no resurrection. At the cross, He laid down His life for us. He willingly gave His all. But how did his 

friends that He laid His life down for view the cross? 

One answer to that question would be, "from a distance." Except for John, they weren't there. The 

cross was the ultimate symbol of shame. It was reserved for vile criminals. The disciple's teacher, the one 

they left home to follow, was hung on a cross, and when He was, they turned their backs on Him. No doubt 

they viewed the cross as shameful. Perhaps they even began to question the wisdom of their decision to 

follow Him. 

Disillusioned? Disappointed? Certainly. Afraid? Perhaps. The crowd was out of control. Did they 

know if they were safe? Could the soldiers come and take them away as they took Jesus away? 



Then it happened! Jesus broke through the chains of death and arose from the grave. He appeared to 

the woman at the empty tomb and gave them the word to tell the disciples. Later, he appeared before the 

disciples, but Thomas wasn't there. The disciples found Thomas and told him the good news. Jesus had risen! 

But Thomas doubts the apostle’s testimony.  

Read John 20:24-25 "Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 

when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he said to them, 'Unless I 

see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I 

will not believe it.'" 

He'd heard about the vicious way they'd driven the nails in his hands instead of tying them to the 

cross, and he'd heard the way the soldiers stabbed him in the side with a spear, like a piece of meat. His an-

ger and his doubt blended to become a toxic cocktail of bitterness, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 

and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  

Do you blame him? His hopes and dreams dashed, Thomas was drowning in depression and doubt-no 

way he could believe the unbelievable, not without proof. In the next verse, Jesus challenges Thomas to be-

lieve. "A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you!'  Then he said to Thomas, 

'Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and be-

lieve.'" (John 20:26-27 ) 

Without touching the nail scars or putting his hand in Jesus' side, Thomas believes. Thomas said to 

him, "My Lord and my God!" John 20:28 Thomas, by his actions said, seeing is believing, but we know that 

"Believing is seeing." Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they 

who did not see, and yet believed." John 20:29 

That's you and me! We've not seen, and yet we believe. We believe, because He loved us. The scrip-

ture says, John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.   

A volunteer at a large hospital was present when a little boy decided to give the ultimate sacrifice be-

cause he loved his sister Liza. The volunteer says the little girl was dying of a rare disease, with only one 

chance for survival--a blood transfusion from her five-year-old brother. After the doctor explained what 

would happen during the transfusion, the little boy agreed to give his blood to save his sister. 

He peacefully laid still during the transfusion. After a while, he asked the doctor a question that gave 

great insight into his character, "Will I start to die right away?" Apparently, the boy thought he would have 

to give all his blood but was willing to do so to save his sister.  

Now Jesus laid down His life for you. There is room at the cross for you. Will you come to Him today? 

Are you willing to lay down your life for your friends? 

I truly hope that you and your family as well as the church family have blessed Easter Season.  

Yours in Christ Jesus,  

Pastor Don 



Cooking With                 

Pastor Don 

Mere words cannot accurately express 

the gratitude and love we feel for all of you who were 

there for us during the recent passing of our parents. 

Your prayers, cards, kind words and support meant more 

than you’ll ever know. A special thank you to Pastor Don 

for his visits, encouraging word, and meaningful ser-

vices. JoAn and Roberta for the beautiful music, and Bev 

and her crew for the delicious meal. We are very blessed 

to be part of such a wonderful church fam-

ily.    

 ~~~ Family of Harold & Norma Bowser  

On Monday, April 13, a Red Cross blood 
drive will take place at the Fellowship 

Hall from 1-6:30 PM.  Every precaution 
will be taken to ensure your safety as 

you give. If you would like to Volunteer 
as a  registrar, escort, or canteen 

worker, please contact Pastor 
Do.Register to give atwww.rcblood.org/

appt.  
 

The Spring council  

meeting will be held on  

Monday, April 20 

at 7 PM.   All church 

members are urged to attend! 

We will be voting to adopt the revised Constitution and 

By– laws.  

Herb Grilled Chicken 

Ingredients: 

Marinade 

• 1 clove garlic minced 
• 2 tablespoons chopped, fresh basil 

• 2 tablespoons chopped, fresh oregano 
• 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 

• 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
• 2 teaspoons salt 

• 4 teaspoons brown sugar 

• 4 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 

• 6 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
• ¼ cup chopped, fresh parsley 

• ¼ cup peanut oil 
• ½ teaspoon black pepper 
2 split chicken halves (about 3 pounds) 

Instructions: 

Mix the marinade ingredients in a small bowl and whisk 

until well blended. Place the split chicken halves in a re-

sealable plastic bag and pour in the marinade. Seal the bag 

and marinate the chicken in the refrigerator for 8 to 12 

hours. 

Build a charcoal fire for indirect cooking in an outdoor grill. 

When the temperature is approximately 375F̊, remove the 

chicken from the marinade and place the chicken halves, 

skin-side-up, in a 9-inch baking pan. Pour the remaining 

marinade over the chicken. Place the pan over indirect 

heat, cover the grill, and cook for 2 hours or until the inter-

nal temperature of each thigh reaches 175F̊. Baste with 

pan drippings before serving. 





 

Cancelled for April 

           Cancelled until further notice. 

Postponed 
until a later 

date.  

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service:            6 AM 

(Followed by  Free Sunrise Breakfast) 

 

Morning Worship:        11AM 

The head that once 

was crowned with 

thorns, is crowned 

with glory now. 

Date to be announced. 

Watch each day at 10 AM  on the 

church’s Facebook page as Pastor Don 

delivers a message from God’s Word 

and also some church  

announcements . Comments are  

welcome.  

Please feel free to leave your prayer 

requests on our webpage also,  

centerhillchurchpaorg. Your requests 

are prayed for daily.  

Tuesday, May 12, 2020  6 PM 
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200th Anniversary:  Historical Tidbit   

Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

* Mabel Claypool Snyder was consecrated as a missionary 

in 1949 and represented our congregation in India from 

1951-1955. 

*The first meetings were held in homes until 1861 and were then held in 

a log cabin. The seats had no backs. 

* During a worship service in 1881 the floor joist gave way allowing the 

floor to sink.       

Come to the Fellowship Hall on  
Wednesday, April 8, from 5-7 PM to 

pick up your Easter candy.  

There will be additional candy available 
for sale  also.  

Let’s celebrate our Savior , King Jesus!   

He is not dead, He is alive and  

He reigns forevermore!  Hallelujah ! 


